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Louisville Churchmen Hit Gambling 


Louisville churchmen are doing something about 
gambling. They have taken a cue from Senator 
Estes Kefauver who said: ‘Most of our good) 
people who want proper law enforcement are also 7 
members of our churches. If these people do not 
become aroused, very little will be done at the 
loca! level.” 


As a matter of fact, the Louisville Council of © 
Churches was actively concerned about the corrupt- 
ing influences of organized gambling before the now 
famous Crime Inquiry was launched. About two ~ 
years ago the Criminal Court Committee of the } 
Louisville Council published a hard-hitting little © 
pamphlet entitled GAMBLING IN A NUTSHELL. 


Attention was called to the fact that “organized 
gambling begins by buying protection and ends up by ~ 
owning the local government.” This publication brought 1 
an immediate national response. Christian leaders in |! 
different centers were concerned with two things: 1. — 
Facts regarding the influence of gambling in their com- 
munities. 2. What can be done to deal with this 
menace. 4 


It was recognized by the church leaders in Louisville 
that progress was being made in obtaining facts and — 
to some extent in arousing the Christian people to the— 
inherent dangers in the growth of organized gambling. 


~~ 


However, in dealing with these inquiries,’ the 
Louisville Council of Christian ministers and laymen 
found itself confronted with a bottleneck. In every 
instance, the outcome depended on the decisive steps 
which had to be taken by local officials. During 
recent weeks, definite progress has been made in 
securing effective cooperation at the level of local, 
law enforcement. i 


The first effort was directed against the hand- 
books after a 6-point program had been proposed | 
to the Louisville enforcement officers. The second | 
phase was entered upon during Derby Week when | 
gambling began to open up in certain night spots. 


The field has just been opened up and much resi 
to you and to many others that Louisville church- 


men are beginning to DO SOMETHING ABOUT 
GAMBLING. g 
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HOW 
THE BIBLE 


mislbPasy AES 


A WALLACE COPPER 


make an analytical list of the multitudinous 

helps that come from the Bible. It is the 
comparable volume, standing above all other 
»0ks ever written. It is the Book that brings 
en close to God, and the Almighty within 
ach of man. It teaches God is approachable 
rough Jesus Christ. It makes real spiritual 
ilues, and eternal forces that are at the dis- 
osal of man. The Bible is our guide in life, 
ir comfort in death. When Sir Walter Scott 
as dying he said to Lockhart, “Bring me the 
ook.” The man was bewildered, knowing 
sott was the author of many books. He asked, 
Which book, sir?’ Scott replied, ‘There is 
aly one book, the Bible.” 


In a day when printing presses are flooding 

ve market with literature as never before, it 
more than ever apparent no book can com- 
are with the Bible. It has been, is, and will 
yrever be for man upon this earth light in 
arkness, hope in despair, assurance for eter- 
ity. No book is able to help us as the Bible. 
7ith its messages of God intended to lighten 
ir burdens, enable us to realize our capabili- 
es for abundant living, and to save our 
yuls, it stands in its own right before the 
orld as the Book of Books. 


I 


The Bible helps us by showing the differ- 
1ce between ownership and __ possession. 
hough we live two thousand years since the 
me Jesus walked the Galilean highways, mil- 
ons still believe life consists in the abound- 
1ce of things man possesses. The Master has 
1own the world it can be rich in things and 
or in soul. - Happiness is not the natural 
uition of things. The number of divorces 
nong people who possess houses, automobiles, 
odern devices is staggering. 

There is a difference between possession and 
nership. A man can possess a house, but 
st a home. Amid the beauty of his estate un- 
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happiness can abide. A man can possess land, 
but not appreciate the landscape. He can know 
people, yet have no friends. He can possess a 
handsome Bible, but never read it. The rich 
spiritual resources in it awaiting his appropria- 
tion are never known. A casual perusal of 
modern life reveals the truth made vivid by 
Jesus that life does not consist in the abund- 
ance of things man possesses. 


Ownership means a sense of values, spirit- 
ual appreciation, sympathetic understanding. 
Money cannot buy these, for they are invalu- 
able. Carr, in his book on psychology, declared 
the difference in lives is the difference in 
evaluations. Dr. Charles R. Brown told of 
taking a trip up the Rhine. On board was a 
group of Americans. They asked the captain 
if they could purchase ice cream. When told 
it was not sold they appeared incensed. For 
quite some time they discussed the lack of 
economic insight of the Germans. Dr. Brown 
said while this was going on the boat passed 
Cologne Cathedral but they never saw it. Being 
incensed by their inability to purchase ice 
cream, they missed the indescribable beauty 
of the landscape. ; 

The Bible gives us a correct set of evalua- 
tions. It teaches men what is important. It 
reminds each generation that monetary gains, 
material accumulations are nothing if a man 
loses his soul. The etetnal message of the Bible 
is unmistakably clear. Man must put’ first 
things first. Jesus said, “I am come that ye 
might have life, and that ye might have it 
more aboundantly.” This is not realized by 
mere possession, but by ownership that exalts 
spiritual values. 


II 


The Bible helps us by making clear the 
resources of God are at our disposal. There 
are many who believe only the visible is real. 
They, therefore, depreciate the spiritual. Scien- 
tists, however, have reminded us even in some 
categories the physical is invisible. In the field 


of vision 392 billion impulses of light press _ = 
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against the retina of the eye and we see the 
color of red. When 757 billion impulses 
press against the retina we see the color of 
violet. However, the number of impulses of 
light below the red and above the violet can- 
not be envisaged by the human eye. These 
impulses are registered by technical devices, so 
their presence 1s unmistakable. This proves 
there are colors than cannot be seen. So in the 
realm of the physical there are verifiable facts 
that are invisible. 

Only a blind, prejudiced cynic who closes 
his mind to facts would deny the reality of 
faith, hope and love. There are spiritual assets 
God has placed at our disposal which can, 
with Christ’s help, transform a life. When the 
redemptive touch of the Saviour is given a 
chance, a man does become a new creature, old 
things are passed away, all things become new. 

A skeptic was talking to a man in a London 
park. He said, “Do you know Jesus Christ?” 
“Yes, said the man, “I really know him.” 
Then the interrogator proceeded to ask him 
questions about certain historical details. The 
man was unable to answer. The skeptic tri- 
umphantly said, ‘“You see, you do not know 
Jesus Christ.” The man jubilantly replied, 
“Two years ago I was a drunkard in the East 
End. Christ touched me. I am a new man 
now. I know Jesus.” The fruits of the invisi- 
ble are the proof of their reality. The Saviour 
said the wind could not be seen, but a person 
could be aware of it. Redemptive forces are 
invisible, but their resultant effects are un- 
deniable. 

Some people become so despondent. They 
feel they are alone, and nowhere can they find 
help for their troubled souls. They are ready 
to give up and let oblivion take over. On one 
occasion Wendell Phillips, who gave his all to 
help emancipate the slaves, became discour- 
aged. He wrote to his wife declaring he was 
coming home. There was no use continuing 
the cause. He felt utterly alone and let down. 
When he arrived home he was shocked to 
find the house draped in black. The front 
doorway was almost entirely draped. Phillips 
rushed into the house and said to his wife, 


“What has happened? Who is dead?’ She’ 


replied, ‘‘Hush, have you not heard?’ “No,” 
he shouted, ‘who is dead?” She composedly 
answered “God.” It struck Wendell Phillips to 
the quick. It was the rebuke he needed. Shortly 
after he left on a campaign and never gave up 
until all men in America were free. He had 
to learn the message of the Bible, ‘Though 
all men forsake thee, I never will.” 

There is a story about a violet that had just 
pushed its head above the sod. God was walk- 
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ing in the garden and said to it, “Little flower, 
what can I do for you?” The violet said, “I 
want the rain, the wind, the earth, the sky, 
the sun, and moon and stars.’ God replied, 
“Don’t you think that is a great deal for a 
little flower to ask?” The violet replied, “I 
want the rain, the wind, the earth, the sky, 
the sun, and moon and stars.” God said to 
the violet, “All that is mine is thine.” 

Consider the detailed chemical factors that 
enable a little flower to grow and blossom. 
God has provided them all. Why should we 
feel God, who has provided so much for a 
violet, would leave us in spiritual poverty. 
Does not the Bible tell us Jesus said that we 
have no reason to believe that our Father who 
has made provision for the fowls of the air, 
and the flowers of the field, has not also made 
provision for us. The Bible declares He has 
surrounded us with rich spiritual resources 
such as faith, hope, love, mercy, forgiveness. 
If any man really stops to think, he would 
realize the list of things God has put at our 
disposal are inexhaustible. Think what He has 
given us. Above all, “God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son that who- 
soever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” 

The Bible tells us of the richness with which 
God has surrounded us. There never was a 
time when men needed this ‘‘good news’’ more 
than now. 


III 


Finally, the Bible makes it clear achieve- 
ments are bought with a price. In a day when 
many feel they can only get ahead by ‘‘breaks”’ 
we need this message. In a very real sense we 
make our own breaks. It does not matter 
where we look. The answer is the same. No 
man cultivates the potential qualities of his 
life without paying a price. Some of the im- 
mortal chapters in history were largely written 
by men who rose from the lowly, and by 
consecrated toil became the leaders of their age. 

General Chinese Gordon was cut off from 
the rest of his forces in Egypt. He retreated 
to the heart of Africa, and with his broken 
men lived in the tepid heat of the tropical 
jungle. He declared the only thing he could 
do was to write letters, and by*means of faith- 
ful natives get them to centers for mailing. He 
wrote to people all over the world. One day 
Henry M. Stanley, hearing of his plight, de. 
termined to rescue him. In a short time hi 
had all the volunteers he needed. A 

However, it was not long after they arrived 
on the African continent they realized the 

(See Page 212) 
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What Are You Saying 
To Yourself ? 


AARON N. MECKEL, D.D. 


I saw a man one day walking down a very 
usy boulevard of our city, his lips moving, 
vidently talking to himself. I was curious. It 
eveloped that he was a member of a so-called 
truth cult,” and that the members of this 
ult have a custom of “affirming” their belief 
ut loud at intervals during the day. Well, 
wat set me thinking. All of us are saying 
rings to ourselves, and the question is, What 
re we saying to ourselves? According to the 
liber and quality of our interior conversation, 
2 are we. According to the things that you 
roclaim and affirm, consciously, also subcon- 
‘iously, my friend, so your character gets 
made up. 

In other words, the pessimistic philosopher 
‘as wrong — a man is not what he eats; a 
lan is what he thinks. John Ruskin used to 
iy that the quality of our inward thoughts 
ets itself exteriorized upon our countenances. 
uskin said, “Some countenances are beauti- 
ul; others are glum.’’ I do not want to be 
90 personal about this. But please permit me 
) say, that some of our faces need “Jrfting”’ 
biritually. 

A doctor said to me, “One of my patients 
ied—she needn't have.” He said, ‘That 
oman went about affirming death, and it got 
er.’ The thing that we dynamically, in- 
ardly affirm about life, gets us. It is the 
rofoundest fact about ourselves this morning. 
Vhat are YOU affirming—life or death, joy 
¢ unhappiness, health or illness, victory over 
1e world, temptation, sin, or defeat? In 
hillipians 4:13, we read, “I can do all 
lings through Christ which strengtheneth 
e.”” Take it to your heart. Here is a man 
. the first_century, who went about talking 
) himself. Paul is thanking the Phillippian 
wurch for its collection. They took up an 
fering and sent it to the Apostle to see him 
srward in his work, and he is thanking them. 
ut, mind you, he’s saying, “Remember, I’m 
ot utterly dependent on that offering.” He is 
ying, “I have an inner contentment regard- 
ss of outer circumstances.” Paul would have 
greed with Napoleon when he said, “Cir- 


umstances, BAH! I make circumstances.” And 
—_—_ . a 
rst Congregational Church 

. Petersburg, Florida 
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he speaks of a secret that enables him to tri- 
umph in fair days and in foul. Here it is: “I 
can do all things through Christ who gives 
me the power.” I think Dr. Moffatt’s transla- 
tion of our text the best. Listen now, “In Him, 
who gives me the strength, I am able to do 
anything.” 

You can go out into life and live if you 
know that it opens up into wonderful things— 
things I can’t begin to tell you about. You 
must learn them for yourself. Those of you 
who are triumphant Christians will know Paul’s 
secret. Those of you who are still working 
your way by strain and pushing yourself — like 
the man with the oar trying to paddle his boat 
in the stormy ocean — may know it also. 
That’s the glorious thing about Christianity — 
it can always happen to somebody. 


Now let us dare to ask yourselves the ques- 
tion: “Am I on the spiritual beam, or not?” 


I 


Here’s the first truth: In Him, who strength- 
ens me, gives me the power, is my very life. 
Lama match for life. Let it come on! If I 
am His, I conquer. Professor Royce used to 
say, that no man is ever safe until he can 
stand anything life may do to him. William 
James used to speak of an inner ‘‘second 
wind” that the Christian knows, so that when 
the poor pagan worldling is done in, the Chris- 
tian goes right on and through. 


During the war, the relief workers and 
chaplains used to say that real Christians in 
the Army and Navy and Air Force, as well as 
the Christians among the civilians at home, 
could stand up to life better than others. Walk 
into the office of any consulting preacher or 
psychologist and he will say as much. Now, 
when your courage lags, say to yourself: ‘“Pro- 
viding that my life is unreservedly given to 
God,” I am a match for life: I am one with 
the God who created me — His image and 
likeness in me. I conquer in His strength. His 
Holy Spirit energizes me. I am one with inex- 
haustible resources. As Gladstone’s biographer, 
John Morley, said of the great statesman: ‘He 
lived from a great depth of being.” 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones, one of the most radiant — 
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Christians of our generation, tells how he 
tailed at one of his first camp meetings. He 
went and lay down under an apple tree late 
one afternoon, ready to quit. Then he tells 
this experience. “It was as though God him- 
self came to me saying, “You are all petered 
out aren’t you? You are all discouraged. 
You've fretted and strained and you have 
fussed, haven't you? Stanley Jones take a 


look at that apple tree above you. Look at its 
fruit. That tree doesn’t strain. It doesn’t 
fuss. It opens its roots —its inner channels 


wide, taking in the great energy and life of 
the Universe without strain. Then it blooms, 
bears fruit, and gives you shade in this mo- 
ment’.”” Stanley Jones said, “I learned a 
lesson from the apple tree.’’ Accordingly as a 
man lays hold of this dynamic principle of life, 
he wins or -loses. Listen! ‘I can do all 
things.” Can you? Try it. Paul didn’t say 
that. “I can do all things through Christ, in 
Him, who strengthens me.” That is different. 
That is gospel truth, and you and I may 
know it, experimentally. 


II 


Now for the second truth. I wonder now 
—have you ever been guilty of speaking the 
melancholy words of the man somewhere in 
the Bible who said, “No man cares for my 
soul, not a person in God’s wide world cares 
whether I live or die?’ I heard the Gibbs 
colored choir singing a little spiritual here 
one evening. It went like this: “Sometimes I 
feel like a motherless child.” Have you ever 
said it? Then reverse it! Just the opposite 
is true. Make your affirmation as a Christian. 
Take your stand for the truth. Say, “In Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, the Heavenly Father 
has given me the best of all friends. I am 
not alone. I have the divinest friend there is. 
He will never let me down; and if I am 
willing, He will lead me out into wider circles 
of friendship and fellowship.” 

How one’s heart goes out to lonely people, 
never lonelier than when in a big crowd — 
perhaps even a church. But, my friends, re- 
member that you can make a face out of this 
feeling of not being wanted. You can ad- 
minister recurrent doses of self-pity to yourself 
until you will become a mouse rather than a 
man. Remember what Pat once said to Mike 
—the one Irishman to the other: “Pat, I 
believe anything you tell me, providing you 
tell me often enough!’ There is the all- 
powerful fact of suggestion —call it auto-sug- 
gestion, if you want to. The things you say 
to yourself get you in the long run. Ah, for 
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- within one denomination. 


me rather to say, “This I can do; this I will do. 
First of all, I will take that feeling of loneli- 
ness and of not being wanted, and I will 
surrender it into the hands of God — share it 
with Him.” Then you have a Friend, and you 
come to know the Divine friendship given to 
any mortal —that of a man with his God — 
the fellowship of the redeemed with his 
Saviour. A great saint has said, “Bear in 
mind that thy own soul and God are the only 
great realities in the Universe, and thou shalt 
be at peace.’ Or here is Frank Laubach giving 
us his precious little pamphlet “The Game 
With Minutes.’’ What’s the man saying? He 
is not only a great linguist, but a great 
Christian. He is saying, ‘Cultivate the habit 
of daily walking and talking with God. Feel 
Christ near to you; then you'll never be alone.” 
One is reminded of the words of the old 
hymn: 


Oh, He walks with me, and He talks with me; 
And He tells me I am His own; 

And the joys we share, as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known. 


Not only surrender it to God — that loneli- 
ness—but, then this: affirm your oneness with 
Christian people. Throw in your lot decisive- 
ly with God’s great fellowship. A friend 
wrote me a letter in which she said, “I’m 
afraid that my ‘wings’ would feel confined 
It would cage me 
up; I can’t join any church.”” Well, bless her 
heart, I think she’s wrong for once! You are 
never inwardly strong or released until you are 
a part of a fellowship—something greater than 
you are. I love to feel that people who join 
the church aren’t just Congregationalists, of 
Methodists, or Lutherans, or Baptists. They 
are fellow-members in the Cause of the King- 
dom. That’s it, Paul was saying that in this 
letter. The epistle to the Philippians is so 
chuck full of precious little intimacies it might 
have come in the morning mail! He calls out 
names and says, ‘‘Greet So-and-So, and So-and- 
So, and So-and-So. Greet my beloved fellow: 
workers in Christ.” And then he mentions 
the poor slaves in Caesar’s household. “These 
slaves of Christ greet you.” They send you 
their best. I’ve seen it work. A woman came 
to the altar and knelt for baptism. She said. 
“As I knelt for baptism, a great load wa: 
lifted off my heart; I was at Home —I was ir 
the Church.” She received a great, new joy 
in her life. I saw what she went through lates 
on and I can tell you this: that even wher 
she went through the ‘‘Valley of the Shadoy 
of Death,” she could say, “Through Him whe 
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Nhat Are You Looking At? 


Important question, that! 
ave you or damn you. 


The answer can 


Looking down makes one dizzy. They had 
O put grating around the top galleries in our 
ity hall because, like at Niagara Falls, looking 
lown produced a mad impulse to jump down. 
ooking down into the open grave of a loved 
me breaks many a heart. When we look down 
nto the depths of our national and interna- 
ional predicament it makes us dizzy. One re- 
ult is the vertiginous cry for a preventive war. 
Ye must not listen to that! Pilate asked, 
‘Shall I release Him? But they loudly urged 
heir demand that He should be crucified, AND 
[THEIR SHOUTS CARRIED THE DAY.” A 
yreventive war means the crucifixion of the 
>rince of Peace all over again. 
hat comes from men who are looking down at 
he contemporary scene instead of looking up 
o God. The natural result of looking away 
trom the Light and always looking into the 
byss of darkness is fear, hate, war, diabolism 
—the last insanity of the human race. We 
wave been led into this habit of looking down 
nstead of up to God by our unbelieving pub- 
icists, materialists, humanists, defeatists, pessi- 
nists,—all the lookers at the false hopes now 
otting in the grave. 

Looking up never makes anyone dizzy. Look 
t the farthest stars and you sing! ‘The 
veavens declare the glory of God, and the 
irmament showeth His handiwork.” God's 
ncient people used to sing as they pilgrimaged 
0 Jerusalem,—'‘Songs of Ascent’—we have 
hem in our Psalter. Remember? “I will lift 
lp mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
ometh my help?” But nay! “My help 
ometh from the Lord which made heaven and 
arth!” The hills around Jerusalem could 
fford little help against a determined assault, 
o they lifted their sights! Fat above the 
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Shouting like - 


“hills” in which we have trusted for help we 
must now lift ovr eyes,—far, far above our 
diplomacy, our allies and alliances, our money- 
power, our production-power, our man-power, 
and most emphatically above our power to drug _ 
ourselves into insensibility “just once more be- 
fore we get blown up.”. We must lift our 
eyes unto the hills and mountains and infinite 
mountain ranges of the Eternal Wisdom, 
Power, Justice, and Mercy of God. 


Looking at us Christians the unbelievers scoff 
when we exhort them, and one another, to turn 
to God, have faith in Him, and obey His 
Word. They call all that “‘obscurantism,” 
wishful thinking, the soporific and opiate of 
the mob: “religion is the bunk.” But what do 
these contemners of religion offer instead of 
the ancient formulas of faith whose content 
they have never comprehended? It goes like 
this: “God helps those who help themselves: 
God is on the side of the biggest battalions: 
The chief business and glory of man is war: 
Every man for himself: The State is God}. 
Heliotropism is God: There is no God.” 
Their shouting has almost carried the day! 

Now, God is looking down on us, not in 
contempt but in pity and love, — calling, in- 
viting, reaching for us. History, experience, 
divine revelation, and even the grass that 
grows—all tell us to look unto the Lord from 
whom cometh all life, all help, all that exists. 


“IT heard the voice of Jesus say, I am this 
dark world’s Light: 


Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise, and 
all thy days be bright, 


I look to Jesus, and I found in Him *my 
Star, my Sun: 
And in that Light of life I'll walk till 
traveling days are done.” 


—Paul W. Roth. 
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Nations Perish When Decay 
Rots Hard Core of Tradition 

An orderly mind cannot recognize anarchy 
as within the realm of - possibility. Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur in 1931 got into a con- 
troversy with Kirby Page, editor of The World 
Tomorrow, about some clergymen refusing to 
serve in war, resulting in a strong letter in 
which much of his philosophy is stated. I take 
this letter from Frank Waldrop’s “MacArthur 
on War,” a most interesting study of a truly 
philosophic mind. MacArthur wrote: 

“The question of war and peace is one that 
rests, under our form of government, in Con- 
gress. In exercising this authority, Congress 
voices the will of the majority, whose right to 
tule is the cornerstone upon which our gov- 
ernmental edifice is built. Under the Constt- 
’ tution, its pronouncement on such a question 
is final, and is obligatory upon every citizen. 


“THAT MEN WHO wear the cloth of the 
church should openly defend repudiation of the 
laws of the land, with the necessary implica- 
tions arising from such a general attitude 
toward our statutes seems almost unbelievable.” 

Ours is a congressional government; that is, 
a representative republic. During the past 20 
years much has been done to shift the center 
of authority from Congress to the President, 
from the legislative to the executive. But the 
will of the people expresses itself best in the 
Congress. 

A wilful executive can work in secrecy and 
therefore unrelate himself to the will of the 
people. Congress can do no business in secrecy 
and therefore cannot betray the will of the 
-people without their knowledge. 


IF THE PEOPLE are careless in their vigil- 
ance, that is the fault of the persons who neg- 
lect their responsibilities and obligations. But 
the core of our government is the Congress and 
. when that core rots, our nation will fall. 

General MacArthur, in his magnificent ad- 
dress in 1935 to the Rainbow Division, which 
he commanded in World War I, said: 

“. . . Where are the empires of old? Where 
is Egypt, once a state on a high plane of civili- 
zation where a form of socialism prevailed and 
where the distribution of wealth was regulated 
... Where are the empires of the East and the 
empires of the West which once were the 
shrines of wealth, wisdom and culture? 

“Two thousand years of existence of the 
Byzantine Empire, its size, its religion, the 
wealth of its capital city were but added incen- 

_tives and inducements to an impecunious con- 
queror. 
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“FOR WEALTH is no protection against 
aggression . . . Success in war depends upon 
men, not money. No nation has ever been 
subdued for lack of it.” 


It is when the hard core of a people’s tradi- 
tion rots away and nothing remains but indi- 
vidual excesses and competitions for place that 
a nation perishes. It is in this same speech that 
MacArthur said in 1935 what is so absolutely 
true in 1951: 

‘| We all dream of the day when human 
conduct will be governed by the Decalogue and 
the Sermon on the Mount. But, as yet it ts 
only a dream. No one desires peace as much 
as the soldier, for he must pay the greatest 
penalty in war. Our army is maintained solely 
for the preservation of peace — or, for the 
restoration of peace after it has been lost by 
statesmen or by others.’—George E. Sokolsky. 


For The Bulletin Board 


Being on the level doesn’t always mean safe 
arrival. 

One of the world’s great problems: how to 
punish guilt, and redeem the guilty. 

Do married people grow quarrelsome? or do 
quarrelsome people get married? ; 

This is a day of lifted incomes, and lowered 
morals. 

Too many people make a success of failure. 

It takes sand and grit to travel safely on ice. 

Telling lies may be a weakness, but some 
people’s only strong point. 

There are few collisions on the highway of 
righteousness; it isn’t crowded. ; 

Opportunity may not know you have re- 
turned from the bar-room and pass you by. 

Many people are like the whale, when on 
top start to blow. 

One way to break a bad habit is to drop it. 

Few recognize the difference between doing 
their share, and’ taking it. e 

God and one are a majority in any campaign 
for good. 

Beauty is said to be only skin deep, but 
who looks under the skin? 

Those who strive for a safe berth miss the 
new birth. , 


Let your light shine; the globe will not 
burn out! a 
Place your faith in God, and go ahead as 
though you believe He knows the way. © 


The Biposta 


hat the Pastor Does 


The following instructive comments, written 
the pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Paul, Minn., were printed in the weekly 

irch paper, ‘Redeemer Record’ of May 6, 

d provide information in which laymen 

wuld and should be interested, not only be- 

ise it gives them a picture of the pastor’s 
ily program, but indicates where alert lay- 
embers may “pick up the ball and run with it 
ward the goal,” thus helping to increase the 

“omplishments of the church as an adminis- 

tive unit. 


What the Pastor Does 


When Christ ascended up on high, writes St. 
ul, He gave gifts unto men. He began to supply 
s Church wiith pastors and teachers, so that His 
stical Body might be built up. He has never 
ised to do that; He is doing it today. 


Everyone knows what a pastor is, but not every- 
e understands what a pastor does. Some seem 
think that his sole occupation is to conduct a 
arch service or two on Sunday, and a class during 
> week. If there be any of this opinion reading 
2se lines, we invite them to stay by our side for a 
ek as a companion or orderly. They would dis- 
ver that the pastor’s duties are varied. For one 
ng, he is an administrator. He is supposed to 
» to it that the machinery of the parish is kept 
ining smoothly; that records and files are kept up- 
date; that supplies are ordered and mailings sent 
t. Most of this, at Redeemer, is cared for by 
- office manager, but the responsibility still is the 
stor’s. 


The pastor is expected to visit the sick, visit 
yspective members, consult with delinquents. This 
itself is a full-time job, for as soon as the pastor 
kes a call, he discovers a situation that requires 
further attention, and more calls follow. Added 
this phase of his duties, many people call at his 
ice for consultation or ‘‘soul-unburdening.” 
The pastor is expected to be something of a stu- 
at, who passes on the results of his reading and 
dy in the form of sermons, lectures, articles, etc. 
is takes time, — more time than the average pet- 
not so engaged thinks possible. People are so 
tomed to hearing pastors talk that they are 
“to think that sermons, lectures, addresses or 
ents take no time for preparation. Sometimes, 
eed, there is no time allowed; but if a pastor is 
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CHURCH AT WORK 


say something worthwhile in a formal public 


Int 


utterance, he must have time and energy to do some 
studying in advance. 

Then there are miscellaneous tasks. Innumerable 
meetings to attend, letters to write, certificates and 
recommendations filled out, test papers corrected; 
extra-parochial duties must be attended to, for the 
pastor is the agent of the local parish and other 
organizations, both denominational and local. 

The pastor's most important concern is always the 
individual soul. Let no church member say, “the 
pastor is too busy for me to bother him with my 
little troubles.” That's pre-eminently what the pas- 
tor is there for. All the other matters are only 
relevant, and will have to wait while one troubled 
soul is heard and healed through God's Providence. 
Nothing is so important to the pastor as PEOPLE. 


Home From College Service 


The General Theme: The World’s Work. 
1. What Has Been Done? 
2. Who Did It? 
3. What Is To Be Done? 
4. Who Will Do-It? 


Only a casual glance at these topics reveals 
the fact that every great goal, every great 
achievement, every great challenge requires 
lofty, unselfish and wise leadership. If this 
has been true in the past, it is true now, only 
multiplied as the problems and challenge fac- 
ing our nation and the world today are multi- 
plied. The question of “Who is to assume 
leadership in a coming day?” cannot be left 
to chance. It must be faced. 


Many local congregations keep in close touch with 
the boys and girls who are resident students at 
training centers over the country, and the reward 
for this effort is two-fold, in that it keeps young 
people aware of the love and concern of the home 
tolks in their welfare and achievement; it also keeps 
the home folks aware of the potential “thinkers and 
do-ers” whom it is their privilege to encourage and 
build. The return home at the close of a school 
year is significant, because many of them are mem- 
bers of the local communities for the full vacation 
season, thus active members of their churches, their 
homes, community, and many must have jobs to 
assure their return to school in the fall. For this 
reason it is important that their return for the season 
be emphasized by fellowship gatherings, and assign- 
ment to any duties that will add to their develop- 
ment and growth in confidence. 


Page 191 


The students themselves are rarely anxious for 
public demonstrations, or public recognition; to them 
“doing” is normal and they take it in their stride 
and expect no mention of it. They want a chance 
to act on their convictions, and if possible this 
should be given them. Church members feel the 
thrill of new life if young people are active in the 
church program, and all the young people ask is the 
privilege. The atmosphere of a college or univer- 
sity is that of young life, and quite different from 
the subdued and quiet atmosphere of the usual home 
town. The boys and girls bring with them NEW 
VISION, new life, new hope, and the will to make 
these work in daily living. Let’s give them a 
chance! Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no 
vision, the people perish!’ Many local churches 
need new vision, and the variety of talent among 
the young people will dispel the languor and stag- 
nation hanging over the congregation like a cloud. 

Young people are benefitted because it keeps 
them in touch with the Church, and helps to 
develop their abilities for service in the Church, 
which should be encouraged in every way dur- 
ing the vacation months, from organizing spe- 
cial programs to taking active part in the 
worship services, especially Vesper Hours. Rev. 
Lewis Keast wrote, “The greatest youth move- 
ment in the world is accomplished through 
the capitalization and use of all youthful talent 
and energy by the Church of Jesus Christ.” 
Young people know best how to reach other 
young people. Answering some of the ques- 
tions which the world faces today will help 
to stimulate thought and action on the part 
of the citizenship; all of the questions before 
the world are rooted in spiritual awareness, 
hence the importance of facing them squarely. 


Installation of Ushers 


~“T have frequently noted forms for various. 


special services and installations in The 
Expositor,” writes Dr. Albert Negley Wolff, 
Pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, 
Waco, Texas. ‘As I have made up a service 
for the installation of Ushers and used it for 
some years, I thought other ministers might 
profit from suggestions in the service. It 
accomplishes several. aims, since it not only 
adds to the dignity of the appointment of 
ushers, but it gives the pastor the opportunity 
to instruct both the ushers and the congrega- 
tion on some points on worship and ushering 
that both need to know. Also, we have long ap- 
pointed a “Church Hostess,’ who is also 
installed at the same time. The following is 
the exact outline we used this year.” 


Installation Service 


_ “A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand. 


Ts had’ rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
God,"than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” ’ 
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The office of Usher is important and honorable. 
Those who are assembled here have been charged 
with the duty of guarding these sacred precincts 
against unnecessary intrusion into the progress of 
worship, and to seat all worshippers agreeably and 
comfortably. 

Our Church Hostess, Mrs. ...........----.---- , has been 
appointed by the Session of this Church to greet 
strangers at the door and have them register their 
names and addresses for the convenience of the 
pastor. She has previously : performed this duty 
faithfully, and we wish to express our gratitude. « 

The Session, also, has appointed Mr, .............--- as 
head-usher, who has then personally selected his 
staff. These men have specific instructions to be 
friendly and courteous at all times, and not to seat 
worshippers during the distinctively .worshipful parts 
of the service, such as the doxology, prayers, reading 
of the Scriptures, or the rendition of special music. 
Late comers may be seated quietly during interludes 
or the singing of hymns. 

Worshippers are urged to be in their: places. be- 
fore the service begins, in the attitude of prayer, 
both for their own benefit and satisfaction, and as a 
courtesy to others. 

Church services are carefully planned, and our 
worship begins with the prelude, when the sanctuary 
should be quiet, and the congregation in an attitude 
of worship and undisturbed. 

Our ushers have performed their duty with due 
consideration for these amenities. We wish to ex- 
press our. profound gratitude to them for their 
faithfulness. — 

And now let us bow our heads reverently, while 
we induct these servants of the Lord into office with 
prayer: | 

Our Heavenly Father, grant that these Thy ser- 
vants may be abundantly blessed in the performance 
of the task assigned to them. May they exhibit at 
all times the true spirit of the Church,. meeting 
members of this congregation, and strangers within 
our midst, with due courtesy, friendliness and con- 
sideration. In order that this place may bé indeed 
the House of God, and this the Gate of Heaven. 
May little things mark this Church for its distinctive 
kindness, and afford a shrine for weary souls to find: 
God, and, incidentally, to make lasting friends among 
the people of God. Clothe Thy servants with dig- 
nity, honor and love, and increase their joy in Thy 
work among those who answer Thy call. All this 
we ask in the Name and for the sake of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. y 


World Communion Sunday, 
October 7, 1951 


The first nation-wide evangelistic campaign 
sponsored by the National Council of Churches 
is planned to begin with World Communion 
Sunday, October 7, and will reach its climax 
in Watch Night Services on New Yeat's Eve, 
Dec. 31, 1952, after fifteen months of effort. 

The theme announced is ‘The Churches 
United in Christ to Evangelize America.” 29 
Protestant and Orthodox communions, consti« 
tuting the National Council, with a total mem= 
bership of over 31,000,000, will spearhead tk 
program, and other churches will join: in th 
general effort. a leaiee 
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Denominations in their separate programs 
rave agreed to emphasize seven aspects of 
heir own church programs: 


Deepening of spiritual life in churches. 

Use of laymen and women in evangelism. 

Evangelistic emphasis in Christian teaching in 
home and schools. 

Missions to ministers. 

Preaching Missions. 

Keeping track of church members who move 
from one community to another. 

Assimilation of new members who are brought 
into churches during the 15-month campaign. 


A Personal Pledge 

The gradually increasing interest in the 
spiritual aspects of life, has brought forth, a 
number of ‘Personal Pledge” forms, some for 
ministers, some for church members, and some 
for young people especially. One pastor re- 
quested the members of the church, and the 
various organizations, to read over carefully 
some pledge forms distributed to them, and 
then write a pledge of their own, to be used 
by them individually and personally, as a goal 
for the coming six months. He writes that 
copies of the pledges were brought to a spe- 
cially planned program of dedication by mem- 
bets to keep these personal pledges, and the 
pledges were placed in a sealed receptacle for 
“the duration” and later will be returned 
unopened to those who placed them in the 
Hand of God during the months of “prcoba- 
tion” by those who elected to make and observe 
pledges. Young people, including young par- 
ents, were the most enthusiastic group to 
make and observe the pledges, and they have 
asked to renew the plan for another six months, 
beginning on Independence Day, July Fourth. 


Golden Wedding Anniversary 


_ Although the event of completing 50-years 
of married life is becoming more usual in the 
present day of our history than it was in our 
grandfather's day, it is still a rare occasion, and 
few ministers have call for a serious and 
formal service for such an anniversary, which 
was my experience until I accepted a pastorate 
where such a service was requested by a widely 
known and active Christian family. 

After conferring with several of the local 
pastors, I found that it “was up to me’ to 


locate an outline of such a service, or to make 


one that would be acceptable to the family 
from a religious angle, as well as acceptable to 
me as pastor. Adapting the regular marriage 


ritual to the personal needs of the occasion - 


proved acceptable, and am ae it on for: 
the help it may be to some brother pastor. 


holy vows attached thereto. 


The ceremony 


When the family and guests have assembled, 
and the couple celebrating the 50th anniversary 
have taken their place, the pastor shall say: 


Dearly Beloved: Marriage is a sacred relation, 
instituted and sanctified of God, for the welfare 
and happiness of all mankind. It is the founda- 
tion of all human fellowship and society, and 
should be held in high honor among all men. 
It is regulated by the commandments of God and 
blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ. Our Saviour 
has declared that a man shall forsake his father 
and mother and cleave unto his wife. By His. 
apostles He instructed those who enter into this 
relation to cherish a mutual esteem and love; to 
bear with each other's infirmities and weaknesses; 
to comfort each other in sickness, trouble and 
sorrow; in honesty and industry to provide for, 
each other, and for their household, in temporal 
things; to pray for and encourage each other in 
the things which pertain to God; and to live to- 
gether as heirs of the grace of God. 

For as much as these, our brother and sister, 
having lived together in this holy estate for fifty 
years, have come hither to renew their covenant 
with each other, and with God, I call upon you 
all reverently to join in the spirit of this prayer 
of thanksgiving. 


Let us pray 
Almighty and ever blessed God, Whose pres- 


ence is the happiness of every condition in life, 


and whose favor sweetens every relation, we ,hum-. 
bly thank Thee for Thy favor, manifest in Thy 
goodness to these, Thy servants. 
that Thou has spared them to see this day, and 
we pray that even as Thou didst bring them to- 


gether by Thy Providence and love, Thou wilt now . 


cause Thy blessing to rest upon this renewal of 
the original covenant, and re-consecration to the 
Ratify and sanctify 
in Heaven, we pray, that which we in Thy Name 
now do here on earth in Thy Presence. We ask 
through the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

(Here the sons and daughters of the couple 
shall form themselves in a semi-circle behind the 
couple, the eldest in the center.) 

The minister shall then address the man—'Do 
VOUS sone ere es , in the presence of God and these 
witnesses, solemnly renew the holy vows of your 
marriage covenant?” (Answer: “I do.) 

The minister shall then address the woman— 
SDpsyou, 22 ee , in the presence of God and 
these witnesses, solemnly renew the holy vows of 
your marriage covenant?” (Answer—'l do.”’) 

Here the eldest daughter shall take the right 
hand of the woman and shall place it ,in the 
right hand of the minister, who shall place it in 
the right hand of the man. The man shall then 
repeat after the minister: is 

So OP ae ee eres , do now, in the presence of 
God and these. witnesses, solemnly renew the holy 
vows of our marriage covenant.” They unclasp 
hands and the eldest son takes the right hand of 
the man and places it in the right hand of the 
minister, who places it in the right hand of the 
woman, who shall then repeat. after the minister 
el epee thee Fee , do now in the presence of 
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We thank: Thee’ : 


j 


God and these witnesses solemnly renew the holy 
vows of our marriage covenant.” 

(If there is a ring it shall here be given to the 
minister, who shall return it to the man, who shall, 
place it on the fourth finger of the woman's left 
hand, repeating after the minister:— 

“This ring I give thee, in token and pledge, 
of the renewal of the holy vows of our marriage 
covenant, and of our constant faith, and abiding 
love.” 

(The couple shall then join hands and the 
eldest member of their family shall place his or 
her hand upon their joined hands. The other 
members of the family shall join hands in semi- 
circle behind the couple, and the minister shall 
pronounce the benediction.) 


“The Lord bless you and keep you, and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His coun- 
tenance upon you, and give you peace; both now 
and in the life everlasting. Amen.” 


(If any members of the family are available 
for musical assistance, or reading of sacred pass- 
ages, this may add to the spiritual atmosphere of 
the occasion, and if there is a minister in the 
family, he will of course take part in the service.) 
—Rev. J. D. L., Canton, Ohio. 


Outdoor Service For Children 


Enlisting the help of S. S. staff members, 
and Vacation School leaders, in planning the 
following program in connection with the open- 
ing of a lawn festival, proved a delightful 
experience for the young mothers’ group of 
a Chicago church. 


God's Flowerland 


Opening Chorus—Officers and teachers of the 
Sunday School and Vacation School. 
Welcome—by member of young mothers’ 

group. 

Solo—"Evening Prayer’ (or other suitable 
number ). 

Recitation—(Select poem for occasion). 

Solo—(Lord’s Prayer, or other suitable choice). 

Junior Boys—(recitations or choral numbers). 

Primary Girls—(recitations or songs). 

Parade of Flowers, each group led by student 
with banner, accompanied by organ or 
piano music, (use recorder or radio if 
necessary )— 

Hope, junior girl — accompanied by 
group representing daisies. 

Truth, ptimaty tot—primary girls repre- 
senting violets. 

Love, tiny tot, intermediates, beginners, 
representing roses. 

Joy, junior boy, junior group representing 
daffodils. 

Summer, intermediate boy, group repre- 
senting butterflies. 

Angel of Flowers, intermediate student, 
group representing lilies. 
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Trumpet solo, or chimes, if available. : 
Whole assembly join in singing, “America, 
the Beautiful.” 


Books You Will Wish to 
Examine at Your Book Store 


“A Fresh Approach to The New Testament,” 
by H. G. G. Herklots, Vicar of Doncaster, 
England, born in Sikandra, India, received 
training in England. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 176 
pp. $2.00, contents — A Fresh Approach, The 
Missionaries, The Mission Feld, Rival Faiths, 
Missionary Message, Establishing Converts, 
Missionary Party at Work, A Missionary Let- 
ter, Hymns, Creeds and Catechisms, from 
Speech to Writing, the Four Gospels, Indexes. 

“Go Quickly and Tell,’’ Walter A. Maier’s 
Luthern Hour Sermons, (10 sermons) 444 pp. 
$3.00, Concordia Publishing House. 

‘Sermons for Special Days,” by Charles M. 
Crowe, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 171 pp. $2.00. 
The author, pastor of Wilmette, Ill., Parish 
Methodist Church, is regular speaker on Mutual 
network program, “Faith in Our Time.” From 
New Year's to Christmas, days included in 
these sermons are the concern of every min- 


ister; in addition, vital concerns of the average ~ 


erson,—marital happiness, victory over suffer- 
> ty 


ing, social drinking, patriotic duty—are in- 2 


cluded in the 18 messages. 


“Tried by Fire,’ Expositions of I Peter, by 


F. B. Meyer, Baker Book House, 218 pp. $2.50. 
This is first of the volumes of Biblical Exposi- 
tions to be issued in the reprint series of 
Meyer books. 

“The Lively Pilgrim,” the story of Kleine 
Klaus, by Bastian Kruithof, Baker, 188 pp. 
$2.50. The comment anent the book contents is, 
“You will laugh as you read this book; that 
is as it should be. It is the story of a funfilled, 
rollicking and often serious youngster, of his 
father, mother, ancestors and friends, the mem- 
bers of his father’s parish and the citizens of 
the city in which he lives, and — of you and 


of me. It speaks of joy, sorrow, sickness and — 


health, life and death.” 


Family Films 


Completion of 3-additional sound motion 


pictures in the moral teaching series pioneered 
by Family Films, Inc., was announced in mid- 


May; each 30 minutes in length, and include 


the following: 


Honor Thy Family 
Rim of the Wheel ° 
Bible on The Table 


(See Page 206) 
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Luke 4:20a. 


N ancient legend declares that the 
BA spins, which broods so sternly over 

the Nile, will pour forth from its stone 
heart the secrets of the ages if it is ever asked 
a question of epochal significance. One eve- 
ning, speculating upon the legend, a group of 
scholars wondered what inquiry could be so 
momentous as to wrest unrecorded truths from 
adamantine lips, and their imaginations fired 
by the thought, they began to conjecture con- 
cerning the miraculous interrogation. Each in 
his turn voiced what he conceived to be the 
ultimate question of life, only to have his 
colleagues refute his claim almost before he 
had completed its phrasing. Then at last one 
man, who had sat pensively throughout the 
discussion, silenced all criticism by declaring: 
“I would ask this: Is the universe friendly?” 

In other words, What kind of world do we 
live in? 

But he need not have asked the Sphinx. 
For long ago Jesus gave the final answer to 
that question. In the profoundest sense, Christ 
“closed the book.” 

Jesus indisputably revealed the fact that we 
live in the kind of world in which God cares. 

How often He pointed to the evidence of 
divine concern in the physical world. Not a 
sparrow falls but the Father sees it. The grass 
of the field, “which today is and tomorrow is 
cast into the oven,” is clothed in such supernal 
glory that even the splendor of Solomon pales 
before it. No man, “if his son ask bread, 
will give him a stone.” The gentle rains are 
showers of blessings from on high. Sheep 
may wander precariously along precipices, but 
there is always a Shepherd who will search 
them out and bring them safely back to the 
fold. Even the hairs of one’s head are num- 
bered. 

- Saffron sunsets only reflect saffron souls; 
and beauty, like love, will never lose its own. 


Text: 


Nashville, Tenn, 
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(THRE PULPIT 


HE CLOSED 
THE BOOK 


GORDON PRATT BAKER 


The very magnificence of the setting for the 
human drama is its own testimony to the 
majesty of the varied parts which men are 
called upon to play. It was no accident that 
He chose a mountain for His pulpit and an 
aureate sky as the backdrop for the immortal 
sermon which He preached there; for as long 
as hearts respond to beauty souls will accept 
the truths which walk in eternal splendor. 

Always He showed the meaning and _pur- 
pose of life in natural things. ‘First the blade 
and then the ear and then the full corn in 
the ear.’’ Growth follows a sure design and 
everything accords with the plan of God. The 
earth yields its increase not by chance but by 
benevolent law. Childhood matures by way of 
laughter. Men grow in grace and in knowledge 
and in favor with God and man as quietly as 
yeast leavens a loaf. Even sorrow is but the 
shadow which the light of God’s smile casts 
across the threshold of heaven. Men do not 
have a little day and cease to be. The whole 
wide world was made for them and its re- 
sources were placed at their fingertips. They 
have but to look up, at night, into the star- 
spangled bosom of heaven to see that they 
are matched to eternity, to know that, whether 
it be stars or waterfowls, 


He who, from zone to zone _ 
Guides through the boundless sky 
thy certain flight, 

In the long way that I must tread alone 
Will lead my steps aright. 


All nature, the Master said, cries out to us 
that God cares. : 

How often, too, Jesus pointed to the evi- 
dence of divine concern in the social world. 
He began His revolutionary ministry by insist- 
ing that God had anointed Him to serve the 
poor and free the slave. The word “anoint” 
might be translated “‘empower.” It implies an 


agent given full authority to act in the best 


interests of another who has commissiozed 
him. Now we do not commission agents to 
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act for us unless we are interested in the mat- 
ter to which they are devoting themselves. In 
a very real sense they become us as they meet 
the situation in which we are concerned. ~The 
God who empowers a liberating Christ to 
emancipate men from sin and ignorance to the 
end that the whole level of life be lifted to 
nobler purposes and holier experiences, is a 
God who cares. 

It was as God’s agent that Jesus put the 
final stamp of worth upon the individual. It 
was as God’s agent that Jesus forever destroyed 
the divisive barriers of race and class and creed 
and color and sex. It was as God’s agent that 
Jesus turned men’s minds to the redemption 
not of a nation, but of the whole earth, and 
made their souls restless because they could 
never again forget that “this is my Father's 
world.” It was as God’s agent that Jesus 
changed the darkness of primitive European 
forests into the light shining upon the altars of 
churches dedicated to the proposition that all 
men are created free and equal. It was as 
God’s agent that Jesus breached the Great 
Wall of China and offered the Orient “the 
last best hope of earth.” It is as God’s agent 
that Jesus towers above the wrecks of Time. 
Behind every hospital, every orphanage, every 
college devoted to the banishment of cheap 
ideas and tawdry ideals, behind every humani- 
tarian organization laboring for universal peace 
and the preservation of human dignity, stands 
Jesus limned against the horizon, His out- 
stretched hands mutely appealing: “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” 

Christ had “closed the book.” 

But men are instinctively fearful. Granted, 
philosophically, that God is for us. Yet what 
may stand against us? What irrepressible fate 
may yet destroy us? 

Because He understood so well these termite- 
fears, Jesus did not rebuke men for harboring 
them. Instead He indisputably revealed the 
fact that we live in the kind of world in 
which men can. 

He pointed to our potential control over 
physical circumstance. Referring to His own 
mighty achievements He declared: “Greater 
things than these shall ye do if ye but be- 
lieve.” And history bears Him out. 

As long ago as the year 3,000 B.C. men had 
developed forms of civilization in Egypt, 
China, India, Asia Minor, and Central America. 
They had done so by progressively controlling 
physical circumstance. They began with arid 
waste or virgin wood and, doing the best they 
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could with what they had, fashioned a new 
way of life. First, they had only human 
muscles for their motive power. Then they 
yoked animal muscles. Then they devised 
simple tools, such as the roller, the inclined 
plane, and the lever. Then they harnessed the 
wind, and the water, and compressed steam, 
and manufactured electricity, and unlocked 
the secret of atomic power, and now tremble 
expectantly upon the verge of a hydrogen age. 
First they conquered the earth on which they 
lived; then they spanned the sky above it; 
then they penetrated the stratosphere; now 
they are literally knocking upon the doors of 
Paradise itself—or Hell, according as they 
use their newly acquired and still mysterious 
powers. Men have already mastered their 
physical world, even as Jesus said they would. 


Who can control physical things can con- 
trol the social order which produces them. 
Increasing power entails increasing responsi- 
bility. And Jesus unequivocally insisted that 
we are matched to the responsibility. ““As thou 
hast sent me into the world,’ He prayed in 
the garden, “even so have I also sent them 
into the world.” The important word here is 
the word “‘as’—for the same purpose. What 
I have done to redeem men, He affirmed in 
effect, my followers can also do. And again — 
history bears Him out. 

Unlettered fishermen like Peter changed the — 
thinking of the first century and paved the 
way for the ultimate transformation of the 
mighty Roman Empire. In the Middle Ages 
St. Francis of Assisi evolved a new definition 
of charity and, try as they might, men have | 
not been able to escape it across the centuries 
since. John Howard, in 1773, anguished by 
what he saw, fought relentlessly until he 
achieved vitally needed prison reforms; while 
John Wesley exerted such influence on the age 
that he forever altered the course of human — 
events. Only recently Mahatma Gandhi, mar- 
tyred like the Master, has beaten down the 
horrible caste system through a faith bigger 
than timeless tradition. The measure of his 
stature is apparent in the constitution of the 
new India, published in January of 1950,” 
whereby the ancient cleavages are permanently — 
outlawed. ““ . . . for the former things are 
passed away . . . Behold, I make all things 
new.” How profoundly Edwin Markham 
echoed Jesus when he asserted: 


Of Paradise—we have enough! 

We need no other stones to build 
The Temple of the Unfulfilled— 
No other ivory for the doors— 


. We men of earth have here the stuff ‘ 
3 
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‘No! other marble for the floors— 
No.-other cedar for the beam 
And dome of man’s immortal dream. 


Here on the paths of every day— 
Here on the common human way 

Is all the stuff the gods would take 
To build a heaven, to mold and make 
New Edens. Ours the stuff sublime 
To build Eternity in Time! 


We may not know what the future holds 
of marvel or surprise. But we know Who 
holds it and that it is subject to power from 
on high. That power, said Jesus, is within our 
grasp once God’s ideals are in our hearts. 
Truly, our Christ has “closed the book.” 


—<_ A) 


What Do You Do 
With Your Burdens? 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: “Every man shall bear his own burden.” 
Gal. 6:5. 
“Bear ye one another's burdens.” Gal. 6:2. 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord.” Psa. 
aos22. 


T THE end of a prayer request recently 
put in the Prayer Request Box was this 


“The burdens of life are 
heavy.” The preacher is never “beating the 
air’ when he speaks upon the subject of bur- 
dens. Each man has his own burden which he 
must carry as a soldier carries his pack on the 
march. There is a burden appointed unto man, 
just as there is a warfare appointed, and from 
which there is no discharge. 


There are burdens visible and _ invisible; 
there are burdens of the body—sickness and 
pain, and thorns in the flesh; there are burdens 
of the mind—burdens of care and anxiety con- 
cerning ourselves and those whom we love; 
there are burdens of the heart — sorrow, 
wounded affection, disappointment, ingratitude. 
There are burdens of the soul — the burden 
of temptation, which is laid upon all. If we 
had the power to see what is going on beneath 
many a human breast, we should be surprised 
at what we see. If you listen, you can hear 
the sounds of a struggle — the scraping of 
feet, the blow of sword on helmet or breast- 
plate, the labored breathing, the groan of 
despair and defeat, or the shout of victory. 
Then, heaviest of all, is the burden of sin, and 
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sentence: 
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with it, regret and remorse. Oh, these bur- 
dens! I like to listen to the music of a great 
city. In the morning there is the rush of 
humanity pouring into the city by train and 
bus and street car and automobile. The chorus 
of the city grows stronger and stronger and 
louder and louder until mid-afternoon, when 
it begins to sink and grow fainter, until at 
midnight the city is almost deserted. Yet still, 
if you listen, you can hear the army of the 
burdened go marching by, by night as by day, 
each man carrying his burden, an endless pro- 
cession. Tramp! Tramp! Tramp! The Buble, 
which is so wise and friendly a book, has much 
to say on the subject of burdens. ) 


Every Man Shall Bear His Own Burden 


At first that may sound like an obvious com- 
monplace. Certainly I must bear my burden. 
If I suffer pain, it is I who suffer, not you. 
If I sorrow, it is I who sorrow. If I have 
transgressed, it is I who have sinned, and who 
must bear the penalty. What is there then in 
this statement of the apostle, and what help in 
it, that every man shall bear his own burden? 

But there is more in this inspired statement 
than just the utterance of a commonplace. It 
reminds us that it is every man’s duty to bear 
his appointed burden as bravely as he can. Not 
all do that. Some try to run away from their 
burdens, or push them on the shoulders of. - 
others. Some try to forget or ignore their 
burdens in business, pleasure or dissipation. A 
woman, and a mother, giving an excuse for her 


_addiction to drink, said that when she drank 


she forgot her troubles and her burdens. But 
no one gets rid of a burden in that way. One 
asked Socrates why it was that Alcibiades, 
who was so brilliant and able a man, and had 
traveled so much, and seen so much of the 
world, was nevertheless so unhappy a man. 
Socrates replied, “Because wherever he goes 
Alcibiades takes himself with him.” 

Again your own burden is for your good. 
That must be so, since God rules over our 
lives. If we receive the appointed burden in 
faith and trust, it has the power to bless and 
purify our lives. That is an oft-reiterated truth 
of the Scriptures. For example: “No affliction 
for the present seemeth joyous, but rather 
grievous. But afterwards, it yieldeth the preci- 
ous fruits of righteousness to them that ate 
exercised thereby.” Again, “Whom the Lord 
loveth, he chasteneth and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.” _ And again, those words 
of the Psalmist, “It was for my good that I 
was afflicted.” = ei 

The old legend of the clock puts in parable 
form the truth that our burdens can do us 
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good. The clock in the hall grew weary of its 
endless task, and said to the master of the 
house that it was tired of swinging to and fro 
and holding up the weights, and could do 
much better if the weights were. removed. The 
master of the house obliged the clock, and, 
listening to its complaints, removed the 
weights. Immediately the clock stopped. Your 
weight that seems so heavy may be helping you 
to keep time in life. It is related of a general 
of ancient Greece, Antigonus, that one of the 
soldiers who fought in his army suffered from 
an exceedingly painful disease, and one likely 
at any time to put an end to his life. In every 
campaign he was in the forefront of the hot- 
test battle. His pain prompted him to fight in 
order to forget it, and his expectation of death 
at any time made him fearless of death on the 
fields of battle. He fought so valiantly, and 
performed such feats of daring and courage, 
that Antigonus, to reward him sent him to a 
renowned physician who cured him of his 
malady. After that the valiant soldier was no 
longer seen at the front. Instead of seeking 
danger as he had done in the past, he avoided 
it, and instead of risking his life on the battle- 
field, he sought to protect it. His tribulation 
-made him fight well. His health and comfort 
_destroyed his usefulness as a soldier. 

When you think about your burden, and 
how each man must carry his own burden, it 
may help you to remember too that your own 
burden is the one best suited for you. We 
look about upon others and think their burden 
must be lighter than ours, and that we would 
profit by an exchange. But the one you have 
is the best suited for you. Samuel Rutherford, 
the Covenanter saint, whose letters rank among 
the classics of devotions, well said that out of 
ten thousand trials and thorns that we might 
have had, this particular trial and burden is 
the one God has chosen for us. One of the 
Greek philosophers remarked that if all the 
misfortunes of which men complain were 
heaped together and redistributed, every man 
who had thought his own burden so heavy 
would now prefer it to the burden that had 
been laid upon him. It was when he was re- 
flecting upon that saying that Addison, author 
of the great hymn, ‘The Spacious Firmament 
on High,” had his dream, which led him to 
write the famous essay in the Spectator. In his 
dream he heard a proclamation by Jupiter that 
every mortal should bring his griefs and calami- 
ties and throw them together in a heap. Into 
the central plain, led by an airy figure named 
Fancy, marched the whole army of mankind. 
There each one laid down his burden of real 
. or imagined woe. Slowly the heap of discarded 
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burdens grew, until it reached to the heavens. 
Then Jupiter issued a second proclamation, to 
the effect that each man could now exchange 
his affliction and return home with any other 
burden he might choose. Fancy stood about 
and recommended to each one this or that bur- 
den. Eagerly the deluded mortals rushed into 
the most foolish and absurd bargains. But 
when all had selected their own burden, the 
plain was filled with lamentation and mur- 
muring, for all felt that their last state was 
worse than their first. 

Taking pity on them, Jupiter ordered them 
to lay down their burdens a second time, and 
then resume their own. With that, the phan- 
tom Fancy disappeared, and a new figure, the 
goddess Patience, stood by the mountain of 
misery, which straightway sank to such a 
degree that did not seem a third the size it 
was before. Each man then took up his old 
burden, well pleased that the burden that had 
fallen to his lot had not been left to his own 
choice. 


Bear Ye 


The next thing to do with your burden is 
to bear another’s burden. “Every man shall 
bear his own burden’’—‘‘Bear ye one another’s 
burdens.”” That sounds like a paradox, and it 
is a paradox, but not a contradiction; one of 
the great divine paradoxes of the Bible. ‘Bear 
ye one another's burdens.”’ Paul says the same 
thing in his letter to the Romans. “Ye who are 
strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak.”’ Paul himself practiced what he preached, 
for he said, and no one could dispute it, “Who. 
is weak, and I am not weak? Who is offended, 
made to stumble, and I burn not?” 

There is, of course, a limit to the degree in 
which you can bear another's burdens. If a 
man sins, he alone bears the responsibility 
and the guilt and the injury. If he sorrows, 
others may sympathize with him; but it is his 
own cup of grief that he must taste. That 
is a profound saying of the Wise Man in 
Proverbs, “The heart knoweth its own bitter- 
ness.’ At a meeting of a group of ministers 
in Philadelphia during the First World War, 
I heard read a letter from a minister who had 
lost a son in the war, and to whom this group 
had sent a letter of condolence. The sentence. 
which I remember in the letter of thanks which 
he wrote was this: “I thank you for going as 
far as human sympathy can go.” There is, 
indeed, a “thus far and no further’ to human: 
sympathy. In the Garden of Gethsemane our 
Saviour left the eight disciples at the garden’s 
gate, and then withdrew into the recesses of 
the garden with Peter and James and John 


One Another’s Burdens 
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sking them to watch with him. But even 
rom the chosen three he withdrew himself a 
tone’s cast, and there entered into his agony. 
‘hat “‘stone’s cast’ stretches between your own 
oul and every other soul. 

Yet Jesus did ask the disciples to watch with 
im in his hour of supreme trial; and when 
rose from his knees and came to where he 
ad left them, and found them sleeping, he 
yas apparently amazed, and said to them, 
What! could ye not watch with me one 
our?” In that sense, to that degree, at least, 
yatching with others, sympathizing with others, 
raying for others, we can help others with 
heir burdens. 

Moreover, when you help another with his 
urden, you lighten your own, because you 
hink less about your own and more of the 
urdens of others. How often a minister has 
ound that to be true! When he has gone out to 
isit the sick, to comfort the sorrowing, to 
yin back the wandering, he discovered that 
is own burden was lightened. When he tried 
0 help another, he helped himself. I can still 
ear my mother singing in her beautiful clear 
oice Longfellow’s song, “THE BRIDGE.” It 
s the story of a troubled man who “stood on 
he bridge at midnight as the clocks were 
triking the hour.” As he looked down upon 
he rushing waters, he wished that the ebbing 
ide would carry him away on its bosom: 


“For my heart was hot and restless, 
And my life was full of care 
And the burden laid upon me 
Seemed greater than I could bear.” 


jut when he began to think of others, the 
nany “thousands of care encumbered men, 
ach bearing his burden of sorrow,” who had 
rossed that same bridge, then the weight of 
is own burden was lightened: 


“But now it has fallen from me, 
It is buried in the sea; 

And only the sorrow of others 
Throws its shadow over me.” 


The particular reference here, where Paul 
of how we must bear one another's 
urdens, is to the burden of sin. He says, “If 
man be overtaken in a fault, restore such an 
ne, considering thyself, lest thou also be 
smpted.”” And then follows the words, “Bear 
e one another’s burdens.” The reasons given 
re, first of all, that to do so 1s to “fulfill the 


:w of Christ,” that is, the law of love. When. 


re help another to bear his burden, we act like 
re Great Burden Bearer Himself. .The other 
sason for helping another with his burden, 
specially one who has fallen into transgres- 
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sion, is that we must consider ourselves, lest 
we also be tempted. If we always remembered 
this, our judgments would be less severe, and 
we should do more to help and encourage 
others. ‘‘Love covers a multitude of sins.’’ That 
has a personal, subjective meaning, that is, 
that to help others with their burden, others 
who may have been tempted and turned aside, 
is an act on our part which pleases God. The 
other way to take it is that love, Christian 
charity, does what it can to cover up faults. 
As the apostle said in his great lyric on Chris- 
tian love, ‘““Love thinketh no evil.” 

What a different world we should have if 
all men were to attempt to fulfill that law of 
Christ and bear one another’s burdens. The 
Jews have a beautiful legend about the build- 
ing of the Temple. On the Temple site two 
brothers had adjoining farms. One brother was 
married and had children; the other brother had 
no wife or children. When the harvest time 
came around the brother who was married and 
had children said to himself, “My brother 
over yonder has no wife or children, and lives 
a lonely life. I will cheer his heart by taking 
some of my sheaves and adding to his harvest.”’ 
And so he did. But the other brother said 
to himself, ‘““My brother over yonder has a 
wife and many children and many cares. I 
will help him by taking of my sheaves and 
adding to his harvest.’’ Thus it was that each 
morning each brother’s stack of sheaves rose 
higher, and both brothers wondered how it 


- happened. At length the mystery was solved. 


One night, as the harvest moon was shining, 
the two brothers met one another, each with 
his arms full of sheaves and bound for his 
brother's field. There where they met one 
another that night, according to the legend, 
rose the temple of God. 


Cast Thy Burden On the Lord 


The third, and most important thing, to do 
with your burden is to cast it on the Lord. A 
burdened man talking to me once, and, after 
relating the trials through which he was pass- 
ing, said, quietly and calmly, “I used to lean 
on my own strength, but now—” He did not 
finish the sentence. There was no need for 
him to do so. I knew what he meant. He had 
found that his own strength was unequal to 
the crisis. His own strength was only a bruised 
reed which pierced the hand which leaned 
upon it. Now he had learned to lean upon 
God, to cast his burden upon God who giveth 
strength to the weak, and who has said that 
they that put their trust in Him “‘shall renew 
their strength, they shall mount up with wings 
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as eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint.” 

Even Cain, in a certain sense, cast his burden 
upon the Lord; for he said to God, ‘My bur- 
den is greater than I can bear, “And God 
helped him with it.” 

Hezekiah was another man who cast his 
burden upon the Lord. When he received the 
threatening and insulting letter from the As- 
syrian despot Sennacherib, whose armies were 
approaching Jerusalem, a letter which scoffed 
at Israel’s God and boasted of the doom and 
judgment Sennacherib would visit upon Jerusa- 
lem if it resisted him, Hezekiah took the letter 
to the Temple and spread it out before the 
Lord, and God gave him the promise of pro- 
tection and deliverance. That is what Paul did. 
He, too, cast his burden upon the Lord. When 
he had that thorn. in the flesh that so galled 
him and hurt him and humiliated him, and 
seemed to hamper him and hinder him in 
his work, he took it to the Lord in prayer. 
Thrice, he tells us, he prayed earnestly that the 
thorn might be taken from him. The thorn 
was not taken away; but he heard Christ say 
to him, “My grace is sufficient for thee, for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.” 
After that Paul said he could glory in this 
thorn, or in any other infirmity, that the power 
of Christ might rest upon him. 

That is what Jesus Himself did when the 
burden of temptation was laid upon him. In 
the first temptation he cast that burden upon 
the Lord, and said to the Devil, “It is writ- 
ten!” And at the last fearful temptation, when 
He sweat, as it were, great drops of blood, and 
prayed, “If it be possible, let this cup pass 
‘from me!” he was casting his burden upon 
the Lord. And the Lord heard him, and there 
appeared a great angel out of heaven, strength- 
ening him. That angel has never lost his com- 
mission. ‘‘Cast thy burden on the Lord.” Take 
at their face value those great promises which 
ring like sweet bells in the Bible and tell us 
of God’s care and love. 

The heaviest of all burdens is the burden of 
sin, and that, above all other burdens, is the 
one to cast upon God. As for the burden of 
sin, we can all say with Cain “My burden is 
greater than I can bear.’ Cast that burden 
upon Christ, the Great Burden Bearer, Who 
said, “Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of 
me; for my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”” That means that he will lighten your 
burden. ‘The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. Surely he hath borne our 
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sins and carried our sorrows.’ ‘There is ‘one 
place, and only one ‘place;: where the burden 
of sin can be lifted from the soul, and’ that 
is the Cross upon which Christ died. 

One of the most interesting places to visit in 
England is Elstow, where the great dreamer 
was born. The Abbey Church there is unusual 
in its architecture, in that the tower of the 
church is separate from the church itself. 
Making your way up the winding stair, the 
ancient stone steps well worn with the tread 
of more than three centuries of climbers, you 
at length emerge upon the topmost landing. 
Leaning over the parapet, I could see beneath 
me the little hamlet with its thatched roofs, 
the River Ouse, and beyond it Bedford. Just 
below me was the village green on which 
Bunyan was playing One-O-Cat when he heard 
the voice from heaven, “Wilt thou leave thy 
sins and go to heaven, or have thy sins and 
go to hell?’ Looking northward, I could 
see the swamp which in the great dream be- 
came the Slough of Despond; and away in 
the distance, hard by a woodland meadow, a 
steep hill, the Hill Difficulty, and far off 
on the horizon the dim outline of hills, the 
Delectable Mountains. In the church, over the 
altar is a beautiful memorial window, through 
which the morning sun was pouring. Out of 
all the wonderful scenes in PILGRIM’S 
PROGRESS the artist chose well the scene for 
that memorial window. What you see is the 
Pilgrim kneeling at the foot of the Cross, and 
the burden of his sin falling from off his back. 
“So I saw in my dream that just as Christian 
came up to the Cross, his burden loosed from 
off his shoulders, and fell from off his back, 
and began to tumble, and so continued to 
do, till it came to the mouth of the sepulchre, 
where it fell in, and I saw it no more.” - 
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If I Had A Million 


SIDNEY GRAY ; 


S 
Text: John 6:9. “A boy here with five barley 
cakes and two fishes!” 4 


ing letters from readers, telling wha' 

they would do if they possessed a gr 
sum of money. I happened to pick up a pa 
one day and read some of the letters. Th 
was, for instance, the rather nice one of 
lady who would build a house by the seasi 
where her mother could live in comfort 2 


: 
QO» of our newspapers has been publiai 


The Exposite 


ice. But some of the letters made me ask 
uestion. It was, “I wonder what these people 
doing with the money they have?” 

Mr. Harry Bailey, the Irish comedian, tells 
tory of Mike paying a visit to Pat. ‘‘Pat,” 
s he, “If you had 10,000 pounds would you 
e half of it to your poor old friend Mike?” 
ure and I would,” answered Pat. “And if 
1 had 1,000 pounds would you give half 
it to your old friend Mike, that has hardly 
enny to his name?” “Why, sure I would!” 
ne the answer. “And if you had two sheep, 
ld you give one to your poor old friend 
ike?” But this time there was a pause. 
Vhat’s the matter?” asks Mike. “Well, you 
, Mike, I’ve got two sheep!” 

As in all good stories there’s a world of 
ith here. I heard a speaker say the other 
y that the world is full of people who would 
wonderful things, if only they had some- 
ng which they haven’t got. That's why I 
yndered just how much those letters in the 
per really meant. The only one I really be- 
ved was from the lady who said, “Instead 
the one ounce of tobacco I give to the old 
€ pensioner down the road each week, I'd 
ve four.” You see, she was dlready doing 
mething and not waiting till she “had a 
Ilion.” 

We have all been a bit envious sometimes 
people who can make great gifts. Think of 
rd Nuffield, for example, whose gifts are 


measured in millions. But some years ago, be- 
fore hospitals were nationalized. I read a story 
of the Radcilffe Infirmary at Oxford, in which 
he was specially interested. He did not provide 
all the needs of that or any other hospital; he 
wisely left something for other people to do. 
So it happened that the Radcliffe made an 
appeal, and one day a man walked in, not well 
dressed or distinguished, and left a parcel for 
the hospital. When they opened the parcel 
they found more than 300 pounds. They dis- 
covered that the giver had never earned big 
wages, but had put a little away through the 
years and, now that there was need, he didn’t 
wait till he had a million, nor did he leave it 
to those who had millions, but he brought his 
splendid gift. 

All these thoughts are true about the gifts 
we can make to God and the service we can 
render in His Church. When we are young 
we are always thinking how little we can do; 
it is so easy to make up our minds that when 
we are grown up and strong and rich we will 
do such great. things for God. But I don’t 
really believe that we shall — unless we learn 
to do the little things now. 

The lad who gave his five loaves and two 
fishes began in the right way. I expect we 
should like to know what happened to him 
when he grew up. I can’t help thinking that 
he became a strong and faithful servant of 
Jesus Christ —The Expository Times. 


Came 


A CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE 
IN TIME OF CRISIS 


F. W. BURNHAM 


xt: I Peter 4:7 (Moffatt) 


“Now the end of all things is near. 
Steady then, keep cool and pray.” 


[YAR be it from me to say any word to 
4 increase the sense of fear in the present 
- world situation. What might come out 
this existing crisis is too terrifying to con- 
nplate; but what might happen, we hope, is 
t likely to happen. This is not the first 
ne the world has seemed to be on the brink 
disaster. It was so in the days when our 
¢ was written. At that time a mad and 
solute ruler was on the throne of world 
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empire. The empire itself, as Gibbon wrote, 
“was being invaded by open violence and 
undermined by slow decay.” The Christians 
were being hunted like wild beasts and burned 
like firebrands to light Nero’s gardens. To 
the apostolic writer truly ‘““The end of all 
things” seemed near. What was his advice to 
his fellow-Christians? “Steady then, keep cool 
and pray.” 

Does that sound too simple? How easy to 
say; but how difficult to perform! How, in 
such a time as the present, can we be 
“steady, keep cool and pray?” 

May I suggest that there are certain factors 
in the lives of all of us, matters upon which 
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our scriptures give instruction, which may be 
utilized to steady us and cool our fevered 
spirits in this critical hour. 

First of all, thank God we have our work 
to do and work has steadying power. It 
engages and holds attention. Like fleas on a 
dog which keep him from worrying over 
being a dog, so our work keeps us from too 
much anxiety over the possibility of being 
blown to bits by an atomic bomb. Thomas 
Edison said: “As a cure for worrying, work 
is better than whiskey.” The Apostle Paul 
wrote to the Church at Thessalonica that if a 
member would not work, ‘Neither let him 
eat,’ and to the Corinthians, “Be ye stead- 
fast, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord.” Work is God’s saving grace from 
fear. Let us remember that, whatever happens, 
the world needs what we are doing, probably 
needs it more now than ever. Rejoice in your 
work, have a genuine feeling that by doing 
your work faithfully you are as truly helping 
to save our civilization as are the men at the 
battle front. A joyous worker is an antedote 
for Communism, and to live and work for 
one’s country is as honorable as to die for it. 
John Ruskin once wrote: “God intends no 
man to live in this world without working: 
but it seems to me no less evident that He 
intends every man to be happy in his work.” 
If we do our work joyously we shall not be 
too much afraid. 

We also have our personal relationships 
which need cultivation, and while giving atten- 
tion to these our nerves are steadied. Thank 
God you have your family and your friends 
and various associations which must needs be 
maintained. Samuel Johnson once said: “A 
man should keep his friendships in constant 
repair.” Make much of your family these 
days. Write cheering letters to the children 
who are absent from the old home. Deepen 
devotion to home ties. Enrich, or restore, 
the family altar and make it more meaningful. 
Let the family face together life’s greater 
issues. This will solidify and steady the 
group. How vital is the church in a time like 
this! How it binds together our hearts in 
Christian love! Let us make the most of 
it. Said the Psalmist: “My feet had well 
nigh slipped . . . until I went into the sanctuary 
of God.” It is here that we find a peace 
which the world can neither give nor take 
away. Here we are reminded of the patience 
and serenity of God and of His long-suffering 
with the iniquities of mankind. Here we 
catch the vision of His final and certain 
victory. 
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Perhaps your younger children are in school 
Think what a bulwark to our civilization 1 
the American Public School. It needs you 
personal interest. Your attention there wil 
help keep you steady. But, whether we hav 
children in school or not, we are all concernec 
about our public educational system. Wi 
appreciate our teachers and educators. This 1 
a good time to tell them so, Just now ther 
is a good deal of criticism of our schools 
Teachers themselves are perplexed. They 
realize the defects in present processes and are 
anxious to find better methods of procedure 
We may not be able to advise them; but we 
can give them our hearty support. What | 
am arguing is that just by taking them inte 
our hearts and thoughts, as we should do alsc 
with our other social relationships, will stead} 
us and take our minds off the fear of disaster 


There are some of us who feel that if ou 
government had been willing to spend a: 
much public money for education as has beer 
wasted on political maneuverings the present 
wat might have been averted. Suppose, fot 
example, that we had used some of the 
millions of dollars wasted on potatoes, eggs 
dried milk and Mexican meat — all of whick 
was spent palpably for the purpose of holding 
the farm-vote, to bring to America promising 
Chinese and Korean youths for education ir 
our way of democracy and Christianity, instead 
of allowing them to be rolled off to Moscoy 
to be educated in Stalin’s type of Com: 
munism. Might not the present situation be 
more hopeful? Says Robert Payne, in his 
new book, FABULOUS AMERICA. “Fol 
lowing World War II the Asiatics looked 
toward America for leadership in thei 
struggles for independence. Almost all of 
the emergent Asiatic states looked toware 
America first and wrote their declarations of 
independence on the American model. It was 
in the power of the United States in August 
1945, to have assisted the revolutionary birtl 
of Asia and to have led the way.” You wil 
remember that in his report on his flig 
around the world, Wendell Wilkie, in his 
ONE WORLD, said he found everywhere « 
great love for America. What has happenec 
to that love? We have allowed it to be 
stolen from us while we played politics a 
home.. This Korean debacle may spell the 
death of the proposed Christian University 
for Japan, upon which we and the leaders 0} 
that country had so hopefully set our hearts 
Hold steady your ideals for education, 

Another set of steadying influences are oui 
responsibilities. Some people try to esca n 


onsibilities. The attempt is futile and 
istrous. Many a young person has been 
ed from moral disaster by waking up to 
1 that he has a family to support. That 
lization makes a man of him. In a time 
; the present bravely facing our responsi- 
ties will help to keep us steady and cool. 
sre is a compulsion in responsibility. Jesus 
1: “I must work the works of him that 
t me, while it is day. The night cometh.” 
dow great was this compulsion of respon- 
lity in the life of Jesus appears on almost 
ty page of the gospel records. A sower 
s forth to sow, and the sight reminds him 
t He must sow the good seed of the king- 
n. Fishermen at their nets call up His 
sion of catching men. The pearl-merchant 
hering goodly pearls, thrusts upon His 
id the fact that the truth he holds in 
st is the world’s pearl of greatest price. A 
ndering sheep recalls His father’s care for 
lost; the shepherds with their flocks His 
yer pastorship: the folding of the sheep at 
ht, His task of gathering the children of 
n home into the fold of God ere the 
ht comes on. If the multitudes turned 
ay and forsook Him because of the demands 
His teaching, still He must give them the 
th. If nine out of ten lepers healed by His 
ine power, forget to thank Him or to give 
ise to God, still He must heal the sick, 
d up the broken-hearted and proclaim the 
eptable year of the Lord. And when they 
cified Him it was still this sense of ought- 
s which made Him endure the Cross and 
pise its shame. Hear Him explain to the 
9 on the way to Emmaus: ‘Ought not the 
fist to have suffered these things!” Let us 
© our responsibilities with courage. They 
1 deliver us from worldly fear. Said that 
at Scotch preacher, Robert South, “There 
rer was any heart truly great and generous 
t was not also tender and compassionate.” 
[he cultivation of a sense of timelessness 
| help to steady us and keep us cool in the 
e of uncertainty and anxiety. 
When the Hebrew prophets and seers 
saged the coming of national disaster they 
cd the promises of God and took courage 
m consideration of His timeless supremacy. 
ord, thou hast been our dwelling place in 
generations... from everlasting to ever- 
ing Thou art God.” Wars come and go. 
tions rise, become corrupt and pass away, 
God’s purposes move on forever. Said 
i: “Our light affliction is but for the 
ment,” and the Psalmist again proclaims: 
e that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
st High shall abide under the shadow of 
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the Almighty.’ And so, you see, our text 
proceeds naturally to its concluding words: 
“Keep cool and pray.” When we carry our 
problems up into the presence of The Eternal, 
when we realize how brief a fragment of our 
existence is the span of life on this little 
whirling ball-‘of matter we call the Earth, 
spinning around on its axis at the rate of a 
thousand miles per hour, eleven and a half 
miles per minute, then nineteen miles per 
second as it speeds on its course around the 
sun, and in addition to this that our whole 
solar system is being drawn toward the con- 
stellation Hercules at the speed of forty-four 
miles per second,—all of which is common- 
place to the astronomer—we exclaim with the 
Psalmist, ““What is man that Thou art mind- 
ful of him, and the son of man that Thou 
visitest him?: Thou hast made him but little 
lower than God, and crownest him with glory 
and honor.” Beyond our solar system time, 
as we know it in hours, days and weeks is 
non-existent. 


In the light of eternity should we be 
afraid? Prayer is not begging God for some- 
thing, although we are invited to ask what 
we will. Prayer is the affirmation of His 
supremacy and the acknowledgment of our 
dependence. ‘‘Keep cool and pray.” 


God is working out His purpose in Christ 
today. Will you share it? 


We used to sing a Christian Endeavor hymn 
which moved the hearts of many young people. 
It ran as follows: 


“It may not be on the mountain’s height, 

Or over the stormy sea; 

It may not be at the battle front 

My Lord will have need of me; 

But if, by a still small voice He calls 

To paths that I do not know, 

T'll answer, dear Lord, with my hand in Thine, 
I'll go whete you want me to go. 


I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord, 
Over mountain or plain or sea, 
I'll say what you want me to say, dear Lord, 
I'll be what you want me to be.” 


~ WILL YOU? 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


Every “DOWN” Has An “UP” 

Making the best of things is a virtue all 
wise people learn early in life, because none of 
us know what is coming our way in the next 
hour, the next day, the next week, or the next 
year. If we learn to “make the best of things” 
today, we shall be ready for what lies ahead. 
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Job said long, long ago, “And now men 
see not the bright light which is in the clouds,” 
(Job 37:21), and he might well be reminding 
us of that every hour now. Life always has 
some things that worry us, but’ it also has 
some things to make us glad. It is aceepting 
the worry in good grace, and doing the best 
we can, that helps us to see “the bright light 
in the clouds.” 


Some people think that not having a great 
deal of money is their worst handicap; when 
we compare this with not having our loved 
mother and father, brothers and sisters, our 
friends, and even our pets, we know that 
there are plenty of blessings that money can't 
touch. Of course, there are many people who 
lack understanding, who believe that lack of 
money is a great drawback. Some of the 
happiest people we know have little money, 
but they have a sense of values and look 
“UP” instead of down, and thank God for 
what they have to make their lives worth- 
while. 


Sickness is a handicap to many; it is a 
challenge to others. A “Down” to some; an 
“UP” to those who face the challenge. Emer- 
son in one of his essays begs us not to talk 
about our ailments, and many of us talk about 
our ailments as easy as about the weather. If 
we can learn that our bodies are our’s to get 
us where we want to go, or do the things 
we want to do, we shall have learned a basic 
“UP” that will keep us on the road to ous 
goal. Our bodies will do what we command 
them to do. No, it will not always be easy, 
but we can learn step by step, just as we learr 
to walk, to run, to dance, to play, or skate 
Until we learn, we are on the ‘“‘down’’ side: 
when we learn to command our bodies to de 
what our talents lead us to do, then we are or 
the “UP” side. Let us remember that the 
biggest things in life have no relation te 
money, or to beautiful, perfect bodies; the 
biggest things in life have been done by people 
who were sick or blind or crippled; they jus‘ 
kept on looking “up” until they did the thing 
God put them here to do. P 

Remember, the man who gave the world it 
most wonderful music was deaf. The tele 
phone, was perfected by a man who neve: 
heard sound. Our best ships were designec 
by a man who never saw his own plans. Th 
man who gave the world some of the mos 
wonderful poetry was dead from the wais 
down. They saw the “‘light in the clouds” anc 
worked wonders, in spite of great handicaps. 

Some of us look down when we lose 
loved one; we think we can never again “‘s 


The Ex posite 


e light in the clouds.” But God asks us to 
cept this calling of a loved one, just as we 
cept the coming of a baby into the family 
rcle, and we can learn this if we try; we can 
arn to think of those who have entered an- 
her life as “the guests of God’ in another 
here of life, and we can look “up” and 
alize that while there is silence here when 
eir mames are called, there is song where 
ey are. Leaving this life for another life is 
ce passing through a door. 

The most important word that any of us 
ill ever learn in this life is LOVE. When 
e have learned this, we have learned the 
cret of looking ‘““UP’’, and we shall realize 
at there is nothing below, nothing to keep 
> from doing what our hearts and~ minds 
rive for with God’s love and help, and we 
wall have traded off all our downs for worth- 
hile “UPS”. 


‘aith Is a Part of 
Yormal, Everyday Living 


A pastor once stood up before a large 
idience and announced that he would show 
ymething to them at the next Sunday’s ser- 
ice that no one had ever seen before, and 
fter showing it to them, he would dispose of 
, so no living person would ever see it again. 
le asked those who believed him to- raise 
1eir hands; many did raise their hands. He 
sked those who did not believe he could 
o this to raise their hands; many raised their 
ands. 

This pastor had before him the following 
unday a very large audience, many of them 
elieved he would do what he promised to do; 
rey had faith in him and his word. Many 
elieved he could not do what he said he 
rould do; they did not have faith. 

When the time for the demonstration came, 
e asked one of the young girls in the audi- 
ace to come to the chancel, where she was 
anded a tray. The pastor said he would 
zach in his pocket and place upon that tray 
ymething to demonstrate the promise he had 
ade to the congregation the week before. 
Vhat did he place upon the tray? A peanut 
ull, containing two seeds» No one had ever 
sen the seeds, because the hull had not here- 
fore been opened. Before the audience he 
pened the hull, and placed the seeds upon 
1e tray, for all to see. 

Now, he called a teen-age boy to the chan- 
21, and reminded the audience that he had 
romised that no one would ever see the 
bjects he would show them after he had 
emonstrated his promise. He asked the audi- 
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The ways of preachers are past find- 
ing out. Any man, who, on a salary 
any truck driver would spurn, pays 
his bills, educates his children, gives 
to every worthy cause, and still man- 
ages to provide a small income for 
his old age, is somewhat of a genius 
or so it would seem! How does he 
do it? He considers these three facts: 
1. Savings accounts are excellent but an insurance 


policy serves a double purpose—it secures against 
loss of life and arranges an income for retiring age. 


2. The minister profits most from an_ institution 
organized by ministers for ministers. Thus, he 
secures a good policy at a low rate because he 
enters a group of selected risks. 


3. Ministers inquire among their friends and hear 
about one company which enjoys the full confi- 
dence of the clergy of all denominations. This 
concern, to which more than 20,000 ministers 
belong, has given 234 years of distinguished 
service, is bigger and better than ever in 1951. 
If you are a minister planning for the future, 
cut the clipping and send it today to 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
MINISTERS’ FUND 


Main Office, 1805 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


(7 branch offices from coast to coast) 

An Interdenominational Life Insurance Company 
for all Protestant Ministers 
ALEXANDER MACKIE, President 
Please send me information about: 

L] Protection 

[] Retirement Income 
[] Juvenile Insurance 
L] Family Income 
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"More than a Business — ; 
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ence to indicate their faith in his word, that 
he would do something to make sure no one 
would ever see these objects again. More 
raised their hands than before the peanut hull 
was placed on the tray, but some still indi- 
cated that they doubted his word. They still 
Jacked faith. The pastor asked the boy to 
open his mouth, and with a spoon he placed 
the peanut seeds or kernels in his mouth, 
asked him to chew them up and_ swallow 
them. 


Then the pastor read the story of the 
Apostles who had gathered in the room to 
mourn the loss of their leader, Jesus of 
Nazareth, who had been crucified; he had 
promised them that he would arise from the 
dead, and walk among them, and then ascend 
to heaven, and that he would send them a 
Comforter. Did they believe him? Why not? 
(John 20:1-31) Faith in the promise of others, 
in life, in God’s word is as necessary to us as 
food and water and rest. In fact, more neces- 
sary, because faith in the basis of all life, 
both physical and spiritual, We must have 
faith in every ordinary phase of life, which 
permits us to exercise our faith in our fel- 
lows, and our God. 


Family Films 
(Continued from Page 194) 


The second group in the 1951 program is 
under way, and will include: 

Talents, a four-reeler, application of Para- 
ble of Ten Talents. 

The Barrier, a three-reeler, considers ef- 
fect of prejudice and purse-pride. 

We are told that all the new productions 
will be premiered at the joint conventions of 
National Audio-Visual Association, Education 
Film Library Association, and Film Council of 
America, in Chicago, at the end of July, and 
at National Audio-Visual Workshop of Na- 
tional Council of Churches, Green Lake, Wis., 
in August, 1951. Distribution continues 
through some 200 film-rental libraries over the 
country. Family Films, 1584 Crossroads of 
the World, Hollywood 28, Calif., is the centrai 
source. 


Trust in God for great things. With your 
five loaves and ‘two fishes He will show you 
a way to feed thousands.—Horace Bushnell. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


Whosoever Will 


Rev. 22:17b—"And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely.” 

An old tale of the sea télls us that sailors 
upon a sailing ship becalmed at sea, were ready 
to perish of thirst. There was water, water 
everywhere but not a drop to drink. All fresh — 
water had long since been used and they were 
facing increasing necessity upon what seemed 
a painted ocean. One day when the breeze 
rose another sail came into sight. They hailed 
it as a saviour and, hailing the ship, asked for 
water. The answer came back: “Let down 
into the deep; you are in the mouth of the 
Amazon and the water is fresh.” 

That which is not used is of no use and 
the love of God that flows through time must 
be taken up by a living faith into the human 
heart before it becomes a living Gospel. 


“I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

‘Behold, I freely give 

The living water; thirsty one, 

Stoop down and drink, and live.’ 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

Of that life-giving stream; 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, : 
And now I live in Him.” 


Deeper Than That! 


Rom. 11:33—"O the depth of the riches both — 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, and 
his ways past finding out.” 

In Fritjof Nansen’s book, ‘Farthest North,” — 
you read how one day the explorer dropped his 
line out into the depths until it all ran out. 
Writing the date in his journal, with the length 
of his line, he added the note, “Deeper than 
that.” The next day, adding to the line, he 
ran it out again, and still no bottom was — 
touched, and again he wrote in his journal the — 
date, the length of the line and the added — 
note, “Deeper than that.” The following day 
he let out all the lihe he could lay his hands — 
on, and still it swung in the unplumbed depths,~ 
ue again he wrote the words, “deeper than 
that.” ‘ 

So it is with the love of the eternal God. 
God’s love is like the ocean. Oh, the depths — 
of the riches of His love! It is as deep as 
our deepest need, broader than the measure 
of man’s mind. ~ q 


“For the love of God is broader 


The Ex positor 


Than the measure of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind.’ 


ove As Brethren 


1h. 4:32—"Be ye kind one to another, ten- 
derhearted, forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
During the Civil War, Dr. Horace Furness 
rved with those who tended the wounded at 
edericksburg. He was in the railroad station 
ie day when President Lincoln entrained 
ere after a visit to the Union Army. Oppo- 
e the station was a factory, which was in 
e as a hospital, and, as the President boarded 
s train, the windows of the factory were 
owded with wounded men watching him. He 
ent immediately to the rear platform to ad- 
ess them. Dr. Furness, writing in a letter 
that time, said that the men were anxious 
hear a stirring address, but Mr. Lincoln 
erely reminded them that their enemies were 
eit “brothers in error’ and that after the war 
id ended their children and grandchildren 
ould have to live together with those from 
e South for many generations. The crowd 
as very much disappointed. 


But is not this real Christianity? When war 
id bloodshed ‘are over, the children of men 
ust go on living on a very small planet, and 
hile we can make no peace with oppression, 
e must keep alive the conviction that we are 
| one family under God. 


he Courage of the Cross 


shua 1:9—"Be strong and of good courage; 
be not affrighted, neither be thou dismayed: 
for Jehovah thy God is with thee whither- 
soever thou goest.” 

George Adam Smith tells the story of a 
wing Catholic priest he once met in France. 
he priest, on his way to the Belgian Congo, 
id been to visit his mother, as he said, ‘‘for 
e last time.’ “But why for the last time?’ 
was asked. “Because,” the priest said, ‘‘the 
erage life of a missionary on the Congo is 
o and one-half years.” “Then why go?” 
me the question, and the answer, “The life 
at I now live, I live by faith in him who 
ved me and gave himself for me.” 

Heroism like that commands the world’s 
verence. Willingness to be hurt for Christ's 
ke is the charter of our right to the world’s 
spect. We endure only as we see the invisi- 
2 Like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
10, when Nebuchadnezzar ordered the fiery 
race for them, said, “If so be, our God 
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VITAL CONCERNS OF THE AVERAGE PERSON 
— marital happiness, victory over suffering, 
patriotic duty, and other timely interests — 
comprise the practical themes of these 18 
messages. 


Each sermon reveals the deepest spiritual 
meaning of the special day. Each brings 
fresh, sound, well-organized source material 
for timely preaching to meet the needs of 
today’s congregations. 


THE DAYS 


New Year's Day— World Day of Prayer — 
Brotherhood Week — Palm Sunday — Good 
Friday—-Easter—National Family Week— 
Mother's Day—Student Day—Father's Day 
—Independence \Day—Labor Day—World 
Communion Sunday—Reformation Sunday— 
Temperance Week — Thanksgiving Day — 
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whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
fiery furnace, he will deliver us out of thy 
hand, O king. But if not, be it known. unto 
thee, O King, that we will not serve thy gods, 
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nor worship the golden image which thou 
hast set up.” 


The Oracle of God 


Acts 24:16—And herein do I exercise my- 
self, to have always a conscience void of 
offense toward God, and toward “men.” 

In an arresting picture, entitled “The 
Dweller in the Innermost,’ George Frederick 
Watts represents conscience as an ethereal 
womanly figure, sitting retired in a shrine of 
mystery, listening — listening intently — and 
rapt in thought. On_ her head is a crown, 
gemmed in front with a gleaming star. In 
her hand she holds a trumpet ready; while a 
number of sharp-pointed darts are laid across 
her knees. She is waiting to hear a higher 
voice, prepared to sound forth the message 
when it comes, and to hurl the darts if the 
message be not obeyed. 

That picture is a striking symbolic repre- 
sentation of the function which conscience is 
meant to fulfill in the life of man. Conscience 
is the witness for God in the inner depths 
of our nature. It is the organ or faculty 
through which the Divine Spirit speaks, some- 
times with a note that is loud, and even start- 
ling, but often in softer tones, gentle, appeal- 
ing, yet marvellously penetrating and not to 
be heedlessly ignored. As Byron says: 


“Yet still there whispers the small voice within, 
Heard through Cain’s silence, and o’er 

~ Glory’s din. ; 
Whatever creed he taught, or land he trod, 
Man’s conscience is the oracle of God.” 


Ambassadors of Reconciliation 

II Cor. 5:18 and 20—"And God hath given 
to us the ministry of reconciliation... We 
are ambassadors for Christ.” 

This is our commission; we are Ambassadors. 
In Bulwer-Lytton’s “The Last Days of Pom- 
peu,” there is an example of what this means. 
Glaucus, falsely charged with the crime of 
murder, was condemned to~fight with a lion 
in the arena. He was led to the revolving 
door under the temple of Jupiter, and through 
the narrow opening thrust. into the dungeon. 
A pitcher of water and a loaf of bread were 
placed before him; the door closed, and he 
was left in darkness. 

As the handsome young Athenian, suddenly 
thrust down to the lowest abyss of ignominy 
and horror, realized his plight, the bitterness 
of his soul gave vent to a groan of anguish. 
With that, a voice from the recess of the 
darkness answered his groan: “Who is my 
companion in this awful hour? Athenian 


S| Page 208 


Glaucus, is it,.thou?” The speaker was 
Olynthus, only yesterday converted to Christian- 
ity and now condemned as an atheist to fight 
with a tiger. 

Now near death, the Christian ex-gladiator 
and prize-fighter crept in the darkness to the 
side of the cultivated Greek pagan and hurried 
to tell him of his Christian faith: how his 
God was with him in the dungeon, how God’s 
smile penetrated the darkness, and how on the 
eve of death his heart whispered of immor- 
tality and earth receded from him to bring 
his weary soul nearer to heaven. ‘‘And there 
as oft in the early ages of the Christian creed, 
it was in the darkness of the dungeon, and 
over the approach of death, that the dawning 
Gospel shed its soft rays.” 

We are ambassadors — sent by the King to 
proclaim good news to His world. To us is 
committed the glorious opportunity of pro- 
claiming the Gospel to our friends, to our 
community, to our nation and to our world. 


Is There Room In Your Heart? 


Luke 2:7b—"There was no room for them in 
the inn.” 

When the organist of Freiburg Cathedral 
grew old, they made him custodian of the 
great pipe organ. A visitor to the cathedral 
one day asked the old organist for permission 
to play the treasured instrument. “No one 
but myself and the present organist ever 
touched the keys,” explained the custodian. 
But when the visitor pleaded until reluctant 
permission was given, he filled the old cathe- 
dral with such music as had never before been 
heard there. | 

“What might your name be, sir?” the cus- 
todian asked. ‘My name is Felix Men- 
delssohn,” the stranger replied. Through the 
rest of his life the old organist often ex- 
claimed, “And to think that I all but missed 
hearing Mendelssohn play on my organ!” : 

Beware lest you miss hearing the Master 
Musician play heavenly harmonies upon the 
organ of your soul. Such is the danger of this 
season, that Jesus should come again to the 
old world as He came to Bethlehem and fine 
Himself again crowded out. Are you doing 
your best to prevent that from happening? ~ 


Jesus Satisfies All 
Matthew 2:11a—", . . They saw the young 
child with Mary his mother, and fell down, 
and worshipped him.” = 
There is a beautiful legend about the three 


-< 


Wise Men who followed the star to Bethlehem 


rN OD 


id in his youthful idealism he looked for a 


ing. He carried gold, a fitting gift for 
yalty. Another was middle-aged, and to 


tisfy the deep questions that disturbed his 
aturing mind, he longed to find God. His 


ift was frankincense with which to worship 
od whom he hoped to find. The third was | 
zed, with many a sin-stained year behind him; | 


e longed to discover a Saviour. Feeling that 
lis Saviour: must be a sufferer, he took with 
im a gift of healing myrrh. 

At Bethlehem the three listened to the song 
f Mary: ‘My soul doth magnify the Lord.” 
he first cried, “I have found my Lord, my 
Overeign, my King.” And he fell down and 
orshipped. “And my spirit hath rejoiced in 
od,” sang Mary. “I have found my God,” 
xclaimed the second, as he knelt reverently. 
fary continued, “In God my Saviour.” “May 
vere be salvation for me,’’ prayed the third 
Be Man. He, too, bent to adore the young 
uld. 

Then together they sang, “Glory to God in 
re highest, and on earth peace, good will 
yward men.” 


vercoming the World 

ahn 16:33b—"In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world.” 

In the middle of the third century of the 
hristian era a great Bishop named Cyprian 
rote a letter to his friend Donatus. In this 
tter are found these words: ‘This seems a 
heerful world, Donatus, when I view it from 
nis fair garden under the shadow of these 
ines. But if I climbed some great mountain 
nd looked over the wide lands you know very 
rell what I would see. Brigands on the high 
yads, pirates on the seas, in the amphitheatres 
jen murdered to please applauding crowds, 
nder all roofs misery and selfishness.” Then 
yprian continues ‘with these words: “Yet in 
he midst of it I have found a quiet and holy 
eople. They have discovered a joy which is 

thousand times better than any pleasure of 
his sinful life. They have overcome the world. 
these people, Donatus, are the Christians — 
nd I am one of them.” 

Seventeen centuries have passed since 
yprtian wrote these words. The problems of 
ving are far more complex today than they 
rere then. Yet the Christian today has a way 
> meet these problems as vitally as- did 
yprian in the third century. Christianity has 
ot been outmoded. Jesus’ way, when fol- 
ywed and obeyed, is ‘‘the way, and the truth, 
nd the life’ for every century. 
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EXPOSITOR SUBSCRIBERS ARE BOOK MEN 


From EXPOSITOR Book Reviews they select books 
for their personal libraries, their Church libraries, 
their Sunday School libraries, their parish Educa- 
tional Department, their Study Groups and 
Special Classes. Hence these BOOK REVIEWS 
render a vital service, monthly, to Ministers, 
Parishioners and Publishers, highly esteemed for 
over half a century by all three. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER, by E. F. Scott. Scribner’s. 
126 pp. $2.25. 

Any new writing from the pen of the distinguished 
New Testament scholar, Professor of Biblical Theology 
and Union Theological Seminary for many years, 
is most welcome. This is an especially illuminating 
little book. 


Dr. Scott brings his vast scholarship to bear on a 
lucid interpretation of the prayer of Jesus. An 
_ opening chapter discusses Jesus’ conception of prayer 
in general. Then follow chapters on the records of 
the prayer, the background, its originality, the seven 
petitions of the prayer, and a final summary chapter, 
“The Implications of the Prayer.” 

Those who use this prayer daily will rejoice at hay- 
ing so much light shed on it from this brilliant source. 
Always one knows that back of a sentence lies a 
wealth of Biblical scholarship. The marvel is that Dr. 
Scott can write so simply and succinctly. Here are 
answers to such questions about the Lord’s Prayer as 
why Mark and John omitted it, why it did not 
remain fixed in form, whether the church created it, 
and related matters. 

The author feels that the prayer is a condensation 
of Jesus’ own teachings. This reminded one of. Albert 
W. Palmer’s fine sermon on the Lord’s Prayer as a 
creed, published some years ago in the American 
Pulpit Series (Abingdon-Cokesbury). Dr. Scott says, 
“Two things have come to us directly from Jesus him- 
self —the Lord’s Supper and the Lord’s Prayer... 
A Christian service would be complete if it consisted 
only of an observance of the Supper and a repetition 
of the Lord’s Prayer.’”-—-Kendig B. Cully. 


SPURGEON’S EXPOSITORY ENCYCLOPEDIA. Ser- 
mons by Charles H. Spurgeon, Classified and Arranged 
for Ready Reference. Vol. I, 510 pp. Baker, $3.75. 


This is the first volume of a fifteen volume editon 
of the sermons, expositions and discourses of Charles 
H. Spurgeon, “the prince of expositors,’’ being issued 
by the Baker Book House of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Each volume is classified by subject, alphabetically ar- 
ranged, and contains fifty sermons and expositions of 
the great English preacher. 


According to the late William Robertson Nicoll, every 
minister ought to saturate his soul in the sermons of 
Spurgeon, and thus learn the secrets of a soul-winning 
and life-building ministry. This Expository Encyclo- 
pedia will do just that.—John H. Johansen. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT ETHICS. 
Lindsay Dewar. Westminster. 227 pp. $3.00. 

Our Christian citidel of morality is under attack. 
Christians have been helpless, too often, because they 
were ignorant of the nature of Christian ethics. Canon 
Dewar of Bishops College, England, presents this study 
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that Christians may know and be governed by intelli- 
gent convictions, knowing that Christian living and 


conduct cannot exist without firm Christian belief. It 
is a Biblical and scholarly piece of work.—C. F. 
Banning. 

THE MINISTRY OF JESUS, by Charles Francis 
Whiston. Pilgrim. 153 pp. $2.00. 


The author, who is professor of Moral Theology at 
the Church Divinity School of the Pacific, at Berkeley, 
California, has given us a remarkable book about the 
Ministry of Jesus. In eighty-six studies based mainly 
on the Gospel of Mark, the author combines a critical 
study of the Gospel record with devotional reading to 
make a very readable account of the life of Jesus. 
For anyone who ‘would see Jesus’ with both mind 
and heart, this is a valuable book.—John H. Johansen. 
M. Baker. 


SONS OF ADAM, Zwemer. 


164 pp. $2.00. 


Professor Zwemer presents twelve studies of Old 
Testament characters with his characteristic viewpoint 
and insight. He undertakes to highlight each person- 
ality (Adam, Abraham, Hagar, Jacob, Moses and Sam- 
son; Noah, Daniel and Job; David, Jonathan, Solomon, 
Isaiah, Manasseh and Ezekiel) by underscoring some 
trait and incident related to each person. His studies 
are stimulating and will reward the reader exceedingly. 
—John M. McKelvey. 


by Samuel 


LIVING SELECTIONS FROM THE GREAT DEVO- 
TIONAL CLASSICS, Arranged and edited by Douglas 
VY. Steere or William Cannon, for The Upper Room. 
40 pp. each, pocket size. 


Each booklet has an introduction describing the book 7 
and its author, then several selections from it, each 
chapter ending with a prayer. The series includes ~ 
“Practicing the Presence,” ‘Selections from Augustine,” 
“The Imitation of Christ’? and Luthers “Table Talk.” 
Many worthy uses will be found for such convenient 
collections of valuable devotional materials.—Claude 
Richmond. 


SELF-UNDERSTANDING, by Seward Hiltner. 
ner’s. 224 pp. $2.75. 

This book by the Associate Professor of Pastoral 
Theology at the University of Chicago is good. He 
calls it a kind of road map of the first stages of self- 
knowledge in the world of today, but he says it is not 
a bootstrap book. He affirms that personality growth 
does not progress in a straight line, but is a cycle of 
spurt-plateau-dip. More important than advance in 
growth is direction of growth. He deals with the prob- 
Jem of dated emotions that had a protective value at 
a point earlier in life but persist and puzzle after 
their need is past. In the matter of seeing straight | 
he affirms we see what we are prepared to see, but” 
the new vision although painful is imperative. Inner 
tensions like pain are a warning, an attempt to force” 
us into changing patterns which are unsatisfactory, — 
whether we ‘realize it or not. Ethical conscience, dis-— 
tinguished from knotty conscience, is not a substitute 
for brains or suffering, nor a painless guide. It is ane 
insistent voice that will show us the way if we heed it. , 
It is very nearly the voice of God. The Sex. attitudes” 
are an aspect of our personality. They may be free 
or driven. <A clear understanding of the essential 
nature of sex can help it in fulfilling its inheren 
purposes in our lives. To understand himself mall 
must operate as a social and cosmic being. One ages 
successfully to the degree that he lives life at its 
every stage, including old age. There have been 
through all ages daily miracles of life transformation 


Scrib- 


The Expositor 


bet 


rough the perspective which religious insight can 
‘ing.—Wayne C. Clark. 

HE STORY OF JESUS. by Blanche Hoke, Judson 
ress. $2.00. 

A clearly conceived and an unusually well written 
‘oject in Week Day Religious Education. The book is 
signed for use with children in Grades 3 and 4, 
he story of Jesus’ life, his birth, it deals with his 
aining and development, his commitments and dedi- 
itions—presented in natural order of experience, This 


0k bids well to gain a large place in the program 
1d work of Week Day Education. This is 
ie book for teachers’ Two books for the pupils 
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ERCIES MANIFOLD 
ehnken. Concordia House. 


— Radio Messages Ww. 


$2.00. 

Sixteen Evangelistic Sermons, rich in contents. from 
ie point of view of conservative theology. Somewhat 
zmatic, but freighted with illustrative material.— 
ov C. Helfenstein. 


By Jc 


HE BOOK OF LEVITICUS: 
harles R. Erdman. Revell, 


Dr. Erdman, who is the author of many popular 
ks dealing with practical Christian living, makes 
eviticus live anew by his keen analysis of its several 
lapters. Describing this Biblical book as ‘ta directory 
yr divine worship,” he proceeds to discuss its pro- 
sions for worship in sacrifices and priesthood, its 
‘quisites in purification and holiness, and the stated 
mes for worship. His interpretation is fresh and 
spiring.—E. E. Flack. 


AN EXPOSITION. 
1951. $2.00. 


By 


N THIS 
9 «$1.50. 
Believing that the reunion of American Protestantism 
a far easier task than is generally thought, Bishop 
<nam seeks to set forth some principles he thinks are 
quisite to union. 

With uncommon clarity and force he presents these 
‘inciples in the four parts of the book: I. Conserving 
e Values That Lie in Diversity. II. Reconciling the 
ifferences That Lie in Economic Thought and Prac- 
se. III. Confronting the Divisions That Lie in the 
ynflict Between the Free Mind and the Authoritarian 
wurch. IV. Discovering the Blessings That Lie in 
e United Church.—Paul R. Kirts. 


ROCK. By G. Bromley Oxman. Harper. 117 


What Is Your Life? 


A little gleam of time, *twixt Whence 
and Where, 
So brief and fleeting, 
Yet ‘tis a sacred burden which we bear 
Till life’s completing. 
‘Tis golden opportunity bestowed, 
Wherein to press 
Onward and upward, on the pilgrim road, 


To holiness. 


A time in which, by loving word and deed, 
We may essay 
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To help the falt’ring ones, and all in need, 
On life’s highway. 


Till—when earth’s pageant shall have 
rolled away, 
And dawns to sight 
The vision beautiful—time’s finite day 
Merge in the Infinite. 
(James 4:14) — P. D. van der Swan. 


What Are You Saying 
(Continued from Page 188) 


has made me deathless, I conquer.” 
not alone. 


She was 


III 


Now this remaining truth. Have you ever 
said this to yourself? ‘“‘It doesn’t matter what 
I think; it doesn’t matter what I do, not at all; 
I’m just a digit, just a ditto mark. I’m just one 
lonely, meaningless soul in a great crowd.” It 
isn’t really so, and I bid you reverse it. Say 
as a Christian, “It matters profoundly what I 
think and say and do. The very Christian 
Gospel is for me. Christ’s kingdom depends 
on me.” The very concept of democracy is 
dynamic with personal inference. Democracy 
means the PEOPLE rule; the PEOPLE are im- 
portant. Remember that grizzled old veteran, 
who said to the high school boy, who had 
repeated Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, “Son, 
you put the accent in the wrong place. You 
said, ‘and that government OF the people; BY 
the people, and FOR the people shall not 
perish.’ I heard Lincoln. What he said was, 
‘And that government of the PEOPLE, by the 
PEOPLE, and for the PEOPLE, shall not perish 
from the earth’.” That comes right up and 
knocks on your door and asks the question, 
“Are you there?” It matters what you be- 
lieve; it matters what you think. It’s im- 
portant not only to you, but to God — and 
the great Kingdom task. I love George 
Elliott’s poem about the violin-maker, Antonio 
Stradivarius, working away there in his violin 
shop. He is saying, you recall, “Great violin- 
ists are born, but they have to have fiddles, 
and I make them—God and I.” And he sums 
it up saying, “God could not make Antonio 
Stradivarius violins without Antonio.” Carl 
Jung, perhaps the greatest psychologist of this 
generation, said that the prevalent neurosis of 
our age is that of emptiness. Emptiness—not 
attached to anything greater than we are. 


Oh, how the age is waiting for souls who 
are unenamored of se/f and who can really 
serve their fellowmen! A day when human- 
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ity needs to be lifted out of sin and ignorance 
and war, Christ needs YOU: Christ claims 
YOU. YOU are important. One can under- 
stand this seeking after security — materially, 
emotionally, spiritually. But I’m dead sure 
some of us are on the wrong track. What are” 
we doing? Hanging onto our little lives for 
all we are worth; when what Christ is asking 
us to do is to let go of them, give them away. 
Listen to Him, ‘He that would save his life 
shall lose it.” Are you losing it? Listen 
again, ‘He that is willing to lose his life, for 
my sake and the Gospel, shall find it.” That's 
Security. 

Christ can come to mean to you what He 
meant to Paul and to thousands of the rest of 
us. None of us need to be a failure. We can 
be victorious, can live abundantly. Listen again, 
‘In Him, who strengthens me,” who is the 
Life of my soul, Jesus, the Christ, “I am able 
for anything — FOR ANYTHING!” 


The Bible 
(Continued from Page 186) 


price that would have to be paid. There were 
thick jungles thirty miles. square to be cut 
through by inches, there were poisonous 
snakes and wild beasts to be encountered. 
Some groups became lost, and died of starva- 
tion. Tropical fever and physical exhaustion 
took their toll. Finally, when they found 
Chinese Gorden one half of their expedition 
had paid the price with their lives. Whether 
in a tropical wilderness or in the isolating vast- 
ness of the sea, men are only saved with a 
price. 

Some years ago the submarine S-4 was 
rammed by a ship off the coast of Massachu- 
setts and went down. Divers at once went to 
its rescue. However, the difficulty was they 
found no way to save them. The last they 
heard from the men within it was the tapping 
on the wall of the submarine. The divers 
heard tapped in the Morse code these words: 
“Is there any hope?” d 

That is what men have wanted to know over 
the centuries. The Bible records men asking, 
“If a man die, shall he live again?” They 
want assurance. The heart of man cries out 
for redemption. Humanity wants to know the 
answer to the questions, “From whence have 
I-come?” “Where am 1?” and “Where am J 
going?” 4 

In the fullness of time God sent Jesus inte 
the world. He walked the Galilean roads 
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taught men the truth of God, opened their 
eyes, and saved their souls. Three years atter 
He started His ministry He was dead upon a 
cross. However, three days after the cruci- 
fixion He was seen, He was heard, He was 
touched. He started His grand march through 
history. He was the world’s Saviour. 


After two thousand years He is still incom- 


-parable. He can do what no one else could 


ever do. He can unify a life, stir it with 
glorious ideals, set it to work building the 
Kingdom, save it from sin, and wash it from 
all unrighteousness. 


When life’s little day is over, take it to 
Heaven. That is what the Bible tells us. “If 
we serve Him, we shall also reign with Him.” 


Jesus died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 

That we might go at last to heaven 
Saved by His precious blood. 


If any man will open the door of his heart 


and let the truth of the Bible in, Christ, with 


that truth, will dwell in his heart forever. 


une, 1951 


4 


Choir, Pulpit and 
Judicial Gowns, 


CROSSES, VASES, CANDLESTICKS, 
CANDELABRAS, MISSAL STANDS, 
OFFERING PLATES. 
¢Write For Catalog 


Page 213 


“f/f IIIGHLANO, /4L/NO0O/S5 


WiCha 
ORGANS 


Magnificence! That is what you 
receive when you buy WICKS. 
Tone, action, and outward 


appearance are unexcelled / 
EXP. 


CHURCH WorsHIP ADS 


Have your de 
the wide Tait of pat ge 
church appointments we produce 


FOR COMPLETE c4ratgg 
SUDBURY BRAss Gano 


$6 SUDBURY STREFT, 5 ee. co. 
? le 


__ Fopine Cuairs 

a wm Steet 

2 

/\ > FOLDING BANQUET 
TABLES 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 89 SCRANTON 2,PA. 


GOWNS 


¢Pulpit and Choir- 
€ Headquarters for 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 


Pex Church Furniture - Stoles 
[<> Emb 
==} Embroideries - Vestments 
.—=w Hangings - Communion 
Sets. Altar Brass Goods 


Gea 


CATALOG ON REQUEL/ 


ns 
‘TCHlattonal ge zee, 


cS 
821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA 


WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


an 
4 
ALTAR WARE COMMUNION SERVICE 
Redington Co., J. Pus. 213 Sanitary Com. Service........211 
Sudbury Brass Goods..........214 
GOWNS (Pulpit and Choir) 
BELLS AND CHIMES (Tower) Bentley & Simon.................. 209 
Maast Chimes see eee 213 Cotrell & Leonard, Inc._....213 
Schulmerich Electronics......203 DeMoulin Bros, ........-..------ 209 
Moore, BAR.2.2. 2s 207 
Nat. Ac. Cap & Gown........ 214 
AL) ao Ward Co. Cy ES 211 
National Bibles.__............ 183 
INSURANCE 


BULLETIN BOARDS 
Ashtabula Sign Co............. 211 
W. L. Clark Co., Ine....... 209 


Ministers Casualty ............ 
Presbyterian Min. Fund ...205 


MISCELLANEOUS 

CHAIRS - TABLES (Folding) Bureau of Architecture.....211 

Monroe >Go., 2..2..3 aee 215 

Redington & Co... 214 ORGANS (Pipe) 

Austin Organ Co................ 184 

CHURCH BULLETINS Wicks Organ Go... 214 

Keck: Art! Press ces 

ce r ress 184 PUBLISHERS 
Woolverton 2202s 211 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Concordia Pub. ..188, 184, 215 
CHURCH FURNITURE UPPER ROOM ........... 216 
Josephinum Furniture _.... 209 
Ossit Company ....................215 


Redington & Co., J. P....... 184 


WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 
St. Joseph’s Art Glass........ 211 


a (Ao 


Firms whose names you find here have proven their 
integrity in serving BUYERS of Church Equipment 


